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so far
still I agree with the hon. memher for
Swan that {here is nothing to be very
down ghout in the taet that we have a
little more overdraft than we ought to
have. It will oceur with every business
just as with Western Australia. Surely
the amount of overdraft, or the amount
of expenditure in excess of receipts, ix
uot going (o lay ns out in bankruptey.
We still have our industries although if
we do not get the support and the faeili-
ties that we shonid get from the Govern-
ment of the day, then our own induostries
must suffer, We must support the Gov:
ernment in the undertaking, knowing they
are not running the State into any finan-
cial diffieulties. unreasonable finaneial
difficulties, that we would not undertake
individually ourselves. Every man who
has any idea of business at all will admit
that he would not clese his doors to busi-
ness for the simple reason that his bank
overdraft had run up a little more than
he had expected. The Government re-
cognise that they have certain work to do
and will endeavour to carry it out, and I
hope the House will support the Gov-
ernment in this and not feel afraid of the
small overdraft staring them in the face.
T am quite confident that the present
Treasurer is not likely lo give away the
enormous grants that have been bnilt up
in the past, and I hope he will earry out
his intention of straightening np the
affaire of the State, Too much maoney
has heen given away in special grants and
for works really not necessary.

Mr. Heitmanw: What aboul the poor
squatters?

Mr. OSBORXN : [ do not think the
squatters ever received any special grant,
neither have thev asked for any. I
wuuld like to mention this fact, that the
squatters in the constituency I represent
do not ask the Government for assist-
ance to exterminate wild dogs, but simply
for a measure to enable them to tax them-
selves to pay men to exterminate the dogs.
That is one feature that does not strike
hon. members in this House. They do
not ask the Government to assist them,
but merely to allow them to assist them-
selves. T have mueh pleasure in second-
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behind in the first four moenths:

Timber Trouble.

ing the motion moved by the hon. niem-
her for Swan.

On motion by .
Journed.

Bath, debate ad-

Howse adjourned al 3.95 p.m.

Tegislative RAssembly,
Thursday, 12th Novewdher, 1908.

Papers presented .

Timbet Trouble, Enstern Goldields %
Questions : State Battery Wiluun, (_‘, mlde Plant 25
Hoaspital Sul kidies 5
Fremantle Hurbour Regulntmns .. 26
Etectornl, Megul voting .. . . .. 28
Electorn]l Boundarics, Meuzies . .. 26
Sitting Days wnd Hours _, .. 2
Government Rusiness, Precedence .. 8
Comuwittees for the Sessia . .. 23
Address-in-Reply, second day | . .. 38
The SPLE AKI"_.R took the Chair at £.30

p.n., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Treasurer: 1, Amended Regu-
lations under the Audit Act; 2, Copies
of Orders in Couneil under Section 35
of the Audit Aet: 3. Public Labrarv—
Annual Report, 1907-5.

By the Premier: 1, Return of Exemp-
tions granted under “The Mining Aet,

19047; 2, Fremantle Harbour Trust
Regulations.
By the Minister for Werks: 1, By-

laws of the Ashburton Roads Board: 2,
By-laws of TUpper Gascoyne Roads
Board; 3. By-laws of Melville Roads
Board.

TIMBER TROUBLE, EASTERN
GOLDFIELDS.
Debate Trregular.

Mr TAYLOR (Mount Margaret) : I
desire to move the adjourument of the
Haeuse on a matter of urgeney to deal
with the Kurrawang wood trouble.



Timber Trouble.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1t is contrary to
procedure to allow a matier of this nature
to intervene during the Address-in-Reply.
The same thing was done last year.

Mr. TAYLOR: It is a pity, because
this is a matter of great nrgency, of more

urgency, 1 think, than the Address-in-
Reply. I recognised that T would not

be able to do this, but I thought the
House should express some opinion in
view of the present situation on the gold-
fields, not only as affecting the Eastern
Goldfields, but also on aecount of a simi-
lar disturbance on the Murvehison. I
think the Government should take some
action. - At least I think the House
should dirvect the Government what io
do wm the best interests of the mmning
industry and those penple directly affee-
ted. However, as the Standing Orders
will not permit it T canmot move.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore):
As the rules of the House do not allow
the hon. member to bring the matter for-
ward, if he will lay it before me I shall
be pleased io wive every atteniion to if,
and possibly may be able to take some
action that might be in aceord with his
wishes, and that might at the same time
bring about the object he has in view.

Mr. Taylor: Thank you.

Later, when the Premier had moved (he
adoption of the sessional order dealing
with sitting days and hours,

Mr. WALKER =aid: Tn view of fhe
ruling that nothing ean anticipale {he Ad-
dress-in-Reply, ean this motion be taken?
Does not the Address-in-Reply take pre-
cedence of all other business? Having
Jjust ruled that a very important piece of
urgent business cannot be taken, ean this
be aliowed ta interrupt the Address-in-
Reply?

Mr., SPEAKFER: This is formal busi-
ness of the day thal it has alwayvs been
eustomary for the House to proceed with.
It is just the same as last vear when a
question wos raised as a matter of ur-
geney. We have not reached the Address
in-Reply on to-dav’s Notice Paper: bui
the motion desired to be moved by the
member for Mount Margaret would cer-
tainly be contrarvy to the rules of (he
House or, rather, contrary to the costom
of the House.
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Mr., WALKER: We have not reached
the Addvess-in-Reply. We are now on
formal business.  Cannot it be inter-
rupted by a matter of extreme urgeney?

The PREMIER: I understand the
motion I have made is necessary to fix the
ordinary sittings of the Hounse. Unless
it be passed how ecan we carry on. We
might go on like the brook with the Ad-
dress-in-Replv unless we had some pro-
vigion for future sitiings.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have already stated
that this formal business is altogether
different from that whieb the member for
Mount Margnret wished to bring forward.

QUESTION—STATE BATTERY,
WILUNA, CYANIDE PLANT.

Mr., HOLMANX asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government purchaged or
agreed o purchase the private ecyanide
plant erected at the Wiluna State Bal-
terv?- 2, Tf =0, on whose recommenda-
fion? 3., What is the amonnt paid for
the plant?

The T"REMIER veplied: 1, The CGrov-
ernment have agreed Lo purehase the plani
and residues. 2, On the recommendation
of the Metallurgist and Engineer, Stafe
Ratteries. 3. £100,

Mr. Holman: He should be compelled
to pay £100 to shift it away.

QUESTION — HOSPITAL  SUBSI-
DIES, REARRANGEMENT.

Mr. WALKER asked the Premier: 1,
YWhat are the hospitals whose usual sub-
sidies have been stopped, and the syztem
of paying by a grant to the doetor sub-
stituted in lien thereof? 2. What hos-
pitals are retained on the old basis of as-
sistance by Govermment aid as it existed
in 1906-77

The PREMIER replied: 1. From 31st
December next the hospifals at Nannine.
Mount Maleolm. Broad Arrow, Kanowna,
and Bulong will come ander the pew ar-
rangement for a specific grant in aid of
the treatment of indigent patients, which
varies from £100 to £150, at the hospital=
cancerned ; also the sum of £200 per an-
nam will be paid to a medical man te in-
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duce him to reside in the several districts.
2, Hospitals at Davyhurst, Laverton, Leo-
nora, Meekatharra, Mount Magnet, Mount
Morgans, Norseman. Peal: Hill, Ravens-
ihorpe, Bandstone, Sir Samuel. and Wil-
mna.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HAR-

BOUR TRUST REGULATIONS,

Mr. ANGWIN asked the Premier:
When will the Regulations of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust be placed on the
Table in acecordance with “The Fremantle
Harbour Trust Act, 1902, such regula-
tinas having been approved by the Gover-
nor-m-Couneil over 12 months ago?

The PREMIER veplied: To-day.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL, ILLE-
GAL. VOTING.

Mr. BATH (without notice) asked
the Attorney General: Is it his intention
as head of the Electoral Department, to
prosecute those voters who were proved
to have voted illegally at the recent
Menzies election?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
No reports bave been received from the
Chief RElectoral Officer. When the re-
ports are received I shall be prepared to
answer the question.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL BOUND-
ARIES, MENZIES.

Mr. TAYLOR (without notice) asked
the Attorney General: Will he cause a
survey to be made at Linden to define
the boundaries of the Menzies and Mount
Margavet electorates, in order to prevent
a repetition of the trouble in the neigh-
bourhood of Mount Ida during the last
Menzies eleetion?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
If the hon. member will let me know the
exaet loeality T shall have pleasure in
ordering it

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.
The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
moved—
That the House wunless otherwise
ordered ghall meet for the despatch of
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Sitting doys and howrs.

business on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
Thursdays, and Fridays at 4.30 p.m.,
and shell sit wntil 6.15 p.am. if neces—
sary,; and, if requisite, from 7.30 p.m.
onward.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) moved an
amendment—
That the words “‘and Fridays” be
struck out.
Probably the excuse for desiring to sit on
Fridays would be that the session should
be concluded before Christmas. It was
a great istake fo hring down important
business to the House and endeavour fo
hurry it through in a very limited time
The general eleetion was held two months
ago, and no reason coull be given why
members should not have been ecalled fo-
gelher early in October. It had not been
the custom to wait so long. and no jusi
reazson could he given why members
should be ecalled upen to sit so many
days a week in ovder to rush through a
deal of very important husiness in five
or six weeks. Although it was mentioned
in the Governor’s Speech that no matlers
of great importanee outside of one or
two whieh were specified would be brought
before the House, still there were some
important measuwres suggested, and mem-
bers would be asked, if i weve desired
to finish the business before Christmas,
to deal with these matters without first
having had an opportunity of pro-
perly and thoroughly considering them.
An instance has been provided recently
of the result of hasty legislation. This
was in connection with the geueral elée-
tien. Certain opinions and decisions
given by the Attorney (feneral in con-
neetion with eleetoral matters, when the
Bill dealing with that subjeet was before
the House, had proved to be Incorrect,
for Lthe Minister had led the House to
helieve that certain aimendments would
protect a candidate from being mulet-
ed in cosls, us had been the case in con-
nectivn with previous elections. Not
havine had time to look into the gues-
tion preperly himself, owing to the num-
ber of Bills before the House, he (Mr,
Holman) found it impossible tr go
thoranghly into lhat point. Now, linw-
over, owing to the Attorney (eneral
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having misled the House, a candidaie
had been pmleied most unfaicdy in very
heavy cosis. A similar position might
arise as the vesult of other measures
being carried hastily through the House.
Members should not he asked iv rush
through in three or four weeks measures
whicl: should take three or four months
to properly deal with. Tn the summer
muwaths it was auite sofficient for mem-
bers to sit three days a week. Before
1oz the Estimates would be coming
down, and if business was to be con-
dueted in a hurried manner many im-
portant points arising therefrom would
have to go through without that con-
sideration and disenssion whieh was so
necessary.  Although it was the custom
fo sit an extra dav at the end of the
seasion, there was no proper reason why
a new Parliament should not sit after
Chiristmas in order to fransaet important
and necessary bhusiness in a proper man-
ner. The mistake had been in having
the elections so late in the year. The
last session shonld not have been held
at all.

The Treasurer: What about supplies?

Mr. HOLMAN: The elections should
hiave been held in May, and we should
bave cnt our heads off at the conelusion
vl the previous session instead of cling-
ing to our seats uutil the last moment.
The Government should not he allowed
te go intuo recess without having done
anything to speak of during the year.

Amendment put and negatived.

My, JOHNSON (Guildford) moved an
amendment—

That the words “until eleven p.m.” be
added to the motion.

Az members had decided to sit four days
a week it was not desirable thai they
should be ealled upon to remain in the
Chamber all hours of the night. He
wag not averse lo all-night sittings, so
long as thex lasied all night,- but there
was strong objection to the practice of
<itting until midnight or one o’clock and
adjourning after all the last trains to
the distriets in ihe metropolitan area
lad gone. When this occurred members
who lived out of the City were compelled
fo camp on the couches of the House
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witil rhe first train lefr in the morting.
There was no rveason why the House
should ever sit after eleven o’elock at
vight. Tf the amendment were earried
memhers would be able te give much
better eonsideration to matters befure
the House. TLast session very important
yuestions. such as  the Railway Esii-
mates, came up for considerarion afrer
midnight, and it was strange, but never-
1theless {rue, that the most important
portions of the Estimates were dealt
with either very late at nighr or very
early in the morning.

Mr. Bath: Bspecialy when they weére
matters needing consideration and criti-
eiRm,

My, JOHNSON: That was so. Lnst
zession we discussed important matters
when the Press were not present and
when members were tired. 1f the amend-
ment were carried important guestions
conld bhe considered within reasonable
honrs, and when members were in a fit
state to wive them proper eonsideration,
No time would be wasted by the innova-
iion, for members wonld be fresh to the
wark and weuld eonsequently be able to
deal with the questions in a shorter {ime
than they could when sitting very late
at ntght. His own case was an instance
in point, for frequently be had slept for
=mune time during the debate, and afrer
siuhsequently having spoken to the ques-
tion himself, had ascertained that he had
covered exactly the same ground as had
been dealt with by other members. Had
the sitting hours heen limited he would
fiave heard what previons members had
said o the question and avoided the
ncedless repetition,  There were many
arguments in favour of limiting the
lwours of the sittings.

The PREMIER (Haon. X. J. Moore):
N member wns partienlarly anxious to
sif all night, and Ministers never felt
particularly fit for their office work the
morning after an allmight sitting. Tt

would be well for some arrange-
ment to be arrived af on the ques-
tion. The amendment proposed an
entire innovation. and in  the cir-
cumstances it would prebably  he
better to refer the nuestion to the

Standing Orders Committee, who should
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Le nsked io bring wp a report as to pro-
cedure on this question in other Parlia-
wents.  The Imperial Pavliament was
adjourned at midaight.

Mr. Taylor: There is a liwitation as
{» that, however. )

My. Foulkes: No contentious business
is dealt with after a certain bour.

The PREMIER: It was advisable to
chtain some information on the question
before adepling the amendment, and
tlat inforiation conld best be supplied
by the Standing Orders Committee.

My, Walker: The session will be over
before the Commiftee make their report.

Me. FAYLOR (Mt. Magaret): It
would be unwise to wait for the Stand-
ing Orders Comittee to report on a mat-
wer of this kind. The question havdly
camne within the purview of that com-
wmittee. The commitiee might go into
the question of the procedure adopted
by the House of Commans and other
Parliaments as to the limitations of the
time of the gittings bat it was not for
them fo deeide a (uestion of this sort.
Under the present system very import-
ani matters were bronght before Par-
liament at an early hour in the morming,
when members were not fit to 2ive pro-
per and thorough aitention to the work.
If the amendment were accepted hasi-
ness wounld be conducted in a better
manner, and far more satisfactory deei-
sions would be arrived at before 11 pm.
than in the small hours of the morning.
He was prepared even now for the
House to meet earlier in the day.
He had always advocated the meeting
of Parliament earlier in the day,
to give membhers the opportunity of dis-
cugsing the husiness of the eountry in
davheht, during the hours that all eom-
mereial hounses dealt with their business.
While he was not able to move in that
direetion at that stage. he hoped the
Premier would adopt the amendimment as
moved hy the hon. member for Guild-
furd. He snpposed later on, that mem-
bers would be ealled upon to sit five
nights. and if they sat from 230 unfil
11 a’elock, fhey should be able to et
through the business in ample time to
allow members to get to their homes for
the Christmas holidayvs.  Then it wonld
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not be a hardship for members to return
after Clristmas to complete the busi-
ness of the country.

Mr. Jolhmson: I have no objection to
that.

Mre. JACOBY (Swan): While in ae-
cord with the desire of the hon. member
for Guildford he would point out that
the matter was one that eould nol well
be fixed up in the manner sugzested. If
the House desired, as would frequently
oceur, to sit a little later than eleven
o’clock. neeessary provision would have
to be made in the Standing Ovders to
permit business being completed. If
they fixed it up as the hon. member for
Guildford  proposed, they would e
Toreed to  automatically  adjourn at
cleven o’elock, no matter of what im-
portanee the business then in hand
might he. Tf the hon. member for Guild-
ford added io his amendment the words
“‘unless the House othierwise decides,’’
we might be able to earry on until the
Standing Orders were altered to enable
the change to be properly earried out.
If the hon. member would not agree to
thai. he himself would move an amend-
ment {0 the proposed amendment.

Ir. Johnson: I have no objection to
ihat amendment.

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): If the
motion were carried, all the Premier
would be asked to do was fo move
that the business he  continued,
or that the Standing Orders be
suspended. Would the  position
then be any different from what it

was before? If the Government wanted
to carry on after 11 o’clock. they eould
do so.  Repeaiedly in the Hounse the most
importani measures of fhe session had
been introduced at the hour of midnight.
Tast session the Mines Estimates, which
fo him and others were of the utmost
importance, were introduced at nid-
night, and that too after an all-night
gitting and an all-day sifting previously
to that. Who eould say that these esti-
mates were adequately considered, or
properly dehated or eriticised or ana-
Ivsed. as thev should have heen? It was
to prevent {hese surprises, to preveni
important matters heing kept back until
an exhausted House had been obtained, ’
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when as a matter of course the Gov-
ernment  conld not be criticised as it
should be. that the hon. member wished
to carry his amendment. In these greaf
deparuments of the State it was not only
the (iovernment but the welfare of the
country that was concerned. These Es-
timates involved the welfare of the
eountry, and no Estimates should receive
mave  careful and ealm  consideration
than these of the Mines Department.
How could members after debating in the
Chamber from fowr o’clock o midnighi,
when every member was in a feverish
state of mind, bring their full faculiies
to bear in discussiiig important matiers.
It ¢ould be understood that any husiness
then in hand might be finished. For in-
stance, if a speaker were on his feet
at 11 o'elock, he could go on until
lre had finished. The object of the
amendment was to prevent imporiant
business being sprung on the Assembly
at midnight. He would like the motion
to be a direction to the Government
and to the House, that at eleven o’elock
the House should rise, and the business
which was then incomplete, should siand
over until the next day. That was the
sole ohjeet of the amendment of the hon.
member for Guildford, and what harm
copld there be in it? He felt swre
nwore  deliberate  work would be douae,
and there would he furiher considera-
tion given to all subjeets.

The TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
sun) : Tt was to be hoped the amendinent
would nof he earvied. He eounld con-
ceive no greater weapon heing placed in
the hands of a minority, than fo declare
that the House should close at a certain
hour.  The minorviiy eounld go on debating
until that hour, and the bhusiness of the
country conld be kept back indefinitely.
Wiith remard o what hon. members had
gnid, fhat imporiant business had been
transacted in the Chamber after midnight.
it was perfeetly (rue that that had hap-
pened on more than one occasion. but
he denied the insinunation of the hon.
memher for Kanowna that important
business was wilfully kept back until that
hour. Time after time important busi-
nesz had been intreduced in the early
honrs of the afternoon, and we had
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ol no further than twov or three clauses
by midnight owing of course to the long
and eloguent speeches delivered by hon.
members opposite. The same thing ap-
plied to the Estimates. Estimates had
been introduced early in the day, some-
times in the afternoon, or at latest, afrer
tea-time.

Mr. Walker: What about the Mining
Estimates.

The TREASURER : 'They came on
abont ten o'clock or eleven o'clock at
niglir,

Mr. Walker: Ahout twelve.

The TREASURER: Yes, exactly, and
why? Because hon, members were abso-
lutely wasiing the time of the House by
talking at length en other matters.

Mr. Boltan: And the Railwayvs Esti-
mates came up ovn the following morning.

The TREASURER: Exactly, because
there was no manner of bringing them
forward olherwise. If members were to
git all the year vound, it would be well
te limit the hours, but he did not think
any hon. member wished to be kept in
the House during the summer months
listening to long speeches. It was quite
reasonable that the Government shounld
adjourn the House from day to day when
they thought that sufficient business had
been earvied through. That was the
privilege of any Government and he ven-
tured to express the opinion that if the
Leader of the Opposition, and his follow-
ers were sitting on the Ministeral side of
the House, they would require the right
to carry on business even at an early
honr of the wmorning if necessary. 1t
was absurd to think that Ministers would
willingly Lkeep members there to wear
them out.

Mr. Bolion: They have done so.

The TREASURER: Yes. beeause if
was one duty to see business ecarried
through, and if there were no other means,
we had to saerifice this until the busi-
ness was passed. Tt had been done in the
past, simply because of the determination
of some members to block the Estimates:
that was his opinion.

Mr. TWalker: That is the kind of thing
thai ereates this talk.

The TREASURER:
go on anvhow.

This talk wenld
Tt was just as well that
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the hon. member for Kanowna should
know his opinion, as he (the Treasurer)
knew that of the hon. member. If the
House was to close down automatically at
o'clock, they would get no business
through because the hon. member for
Kanowna would be the first to take ad-
vantage of the fingers of the cloek moving
around towards the hour of eleven.

Mr. Walker: Is the hon, member in
order in virtnally accusing me of ob-
struetive tacties in the House? Is he
in order in imputing motives of that
kind?

Mr. SPEAKER: Noj; certainly not.

The TREASURER: If the hon., mem-
ber ohjected to the imputation—if it was
an imputatton—he would withdraw it, but
still his opinion was the same as he had
expressed at the beginning of his re-
marks, that it would be a dangerous
weapon, which would be open to the
winority in the Chamber to know that the
Huuse st elose down at a given hour.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): No one in
ihe House was in a more unfortunate posi-
lion to express an opinion on that sub-
jeet than the Treasurer, because one only
liad to recall the cause of many all-night
sittings, when they would trace them to
the hon. gentleman. He remembered on
one ocecasion when the Treasurer’s Esti-
mates were introduced, the hon. gentle-
man sat back in lis chair and ahsolutely
declined to give one. iota of information
to the House, and he expeeted members to
<isenss the Estimates without any infor-
mation whatever.

The Treasurer: Does the hon. mem-
et remember the message I 2ot frowm the
opposite side of the House?

Mr. BATH: That was the enurse taken
Iy the Treasurer and repeated by him in
the following session and which caused an
all-night sitting on the discussion of the
Treasury Estimates, and on both oeca-
=ions, if he remembered rightly, the Prem-
ier was ahseni at some show at WKaian-
ning.  The hon. member for Claremont,
e thought, would bear him out, when he
=aid that on one ocecasion an arrangement
was fixed up by which an all-mght sitting
was terminated.

The Treasurer:
hon,. member.

Let me correct the
An all-night sitting was
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lerinated when my Estimates were put
through, and the Premier never inter-
fered. The Leader of the Opposition is
misrepresenting facts.

Mr. BATH: The Treasurer was not in
order in saying that he was misrepresent-
ing taets. Unfortunatelv he did not have
Hansard by him, or he was absolutely
sure he could prove his contention. He
helieved by appealing to the hon. member
for Claremont lie could have lis state-
ment of the ease borne out. On
another occasion when members repre-
senting wmining coustilnencies were par-
fieularly devirons of dealing with the re-
port ot the Battery Lnquiry Beawl the
onlv opportunity  which presented itsell
was the diseussion of the Mining Esti-
nmiates.  Notwithstanding that those men-
bers appealed for the consideration of the
Estimates to he deferred until U nest
day. the diseussion on that vers upor:-
ant report had to be proceeded with in
the #=mall hours of the wmorning when
there were no Press representatives pre-
sent, conserjuently no faeilities for mak-
ing public the vemarks of hon. wembers.
These things oceasioned trouble in the
House and led to all-night sittings. He
was satisfed that if the proposed airange-
ment were adopted it would lead to a
better feeling between members and wou!d
facilitate the despateh of businesz

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) was s
prised that the Treasurer should hLave ae-
cused members of wasting time and hlnek-
g business. [t was, he thoughi, agninst
all rules and precedents for one member
to refer to another as wasting the 1ime of
the House. and he was surprised that the
Treasurer had not been hrought up with
a round turn when lhie made the remark.
On move than one oceasion in that Cham-
her item= had been adjourned so 2= to e
to important matters and put  them
through at a Jate hour at night. Most
important measnres had thus been foreed
through that Chamber when the Press
were not there to report the proceedings.
He himself had on more than one oeea-
sien protested azainst this proeedure and
he had asked that impertant considera-
tionz =hould he adjowrned wrtil (he next
sitting of the House. If the Ticisurer
thonoht he was going to ad ot the atti-
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tude fhis session which he bad displayed
in the last Parliament, be would find he
was making a very serious mistake, for
hon, members on the Qpposition side of
the Huouse were not there to be dictated
iv by o gentleman of ibe calibre of the
Treasurer. If the Treasurer were to give
{hem the information they ‘asked for in
connection with his Estimates, those Es-
timaies would go through in much quicker
time. Time after time tbhe Minister had
been unalle or unwilling to supply the
information asked for.

The Treasurgr: Absolutely wrong.

Mr. HOLMAN: It was absolutely
right, and be supposed they would find
{lie Treasurer adopting the same attitude
again. If the Treasurer were able this
session to give the information asked for
it would he something he bad never done
before.

Mr. JOHNSON (in explanation): The
Sranding Orders it seemed had anticipated
this motion, Standing Order 48 stated:—

“Yf at the hour fixed by Sessional
ovder for a regular temporary ad-
journment or suspension of a sitting—”

I'he Standing Order went on to state that
the House conld proceed with the com-
pletion of a division or other matters.
The Standing Orders contemplated a
motion such as he had moved, and conse-
aquently bhe did not think it was undesir-
able that it should be moved. If there
were a division on when the time for ad-
journment arrived, the Speaker or Chair-
mian of Committees would retain his seat
and finish the business.

Mr. BARNETT (Albany)}: The hetter
way would be for the Leader of the Gov-
ernment and the Leader of the Qpposi-
tion to confer in respect to any conten-
tious matter before the House and if pos-
sible arrive at a determination as to how
far its eonsideration should be pruceeded
with.

Mr. Taylor: You would have to tope
the Premier to get near bim at that stage.

Mr. BARNETT: When the stage
agreed upon for adjournment was arriv-
ed at, the House would accordingly ad-
Jowrn. Such a ecourse would greatly
facilitate the business before the Assem-
hly, and would obviate a lot of discussion
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such has had taken up so muech of the
time of the House during lust session.

Amendnient stated and a division
called for.

Mr. Holman: Is an hon. member al-
lowed to leave after the bells have com-
menced ringing?

Mr. Speaker:
put the question.

Amendment put, after bells had been
ruhg. .

Mr. Taylor: I desire to draw your at-
tention to the faect that the hon. member
for Swan (Myr. Jacoby) left the Chamber
after the bells started ringing.

Mr. Speaker: but T had not then put
the guestion. .

Division resulted as follows:—

No; but T have not yet

Ayes .. . .. 16
Nues .. .. .. 25
AMajority against .. 9
AYES, :
Mr. Angwin Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Bath Mr. Swan
Mr. Bolton Mr. Taylor
Me. GHI Mr. Underwopd
Mr. Gouriey Mr. Waiker
Mr. Helman Mr. Ware
Mr. Hudson Me. A. A, Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Heltimann
(Teller).
NoEs.
Mr. Barnett Mr. Layman
Mr. H. Brown Mr. Maie
Mr. Bulcher Mr. McLarty
Mr, Carzan Mr. Miwchell
Mr. Cowcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Daglish Mr. N. J. Maadte -
Mr. Davles Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Draper Mr. Nanson
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Osborn .
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Price
Mr. Hayward Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Hopkins Mr. Gordon
Mr. Keenan (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Question put and passed.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, PRE
CEDENCE.
The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
moved :—

That om Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fri-
days, and on Wednesday, 25th Novem-
ber, and on each alternate Wednesday
thereafter, Government business shall
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take precedence of all Motions and Or-
ders of the Day.

Mr. ANGWIN (East
moved an amendment —

Fremaatle)

That the words “and on Wednesday,
25th November, and on cach alternate
Wednesday thereafter” be struck out.

Last session being se short, private mem-
kers had no opportunity to bring forward
business; and as this session. was antiei-
palted to be a short one, the same thing
would probably happen. At the elose of
last session there was a large cquantity
of private members’ business on the No-
tice Paper that had to lapse because there
was not sufficient time to ennble members
to discuss if, and this session in order to
“give an oportunity to have private mem-
bers’ business diseussed it was only far
that abt least one day a week should be
devoted to it. If the motion were adopted
there waould be no opportunity for any-
thing bt  Government business to be
done.

The PREMIER: If members desired
to complete the session before Christmas
(though personally he was not adverse {o
coming after the holidays) it was ne-
cessary that only alternate Wednesdays
should he devoted to private members’
buginess. Tt would be remembered that
the Government had always met members
te the exient that motions could be pro-
ceeded with after the tea adjouwrnment,
and no departure would be made from
that prineiple. Every opportunity would
be given for private members’ business.
The Government had always made a point
of meeting the wishes of hon, members
where it was possible fo do so on matters
which members considered of an nrgent
nature, and they wounld continne fo do
s0. -

Mr TAYLOR (Mount Margaret):
While there might he some justifieation
on aceount of the shortness of the session
for the Premier’s desire that Government
business zhounld take preeedence over that
of private members, it, however, was the
only argument that could be advanced.
It was the desire of Governmenis gener-
ally, not of this Government alone, to
whittle away the privileges of private
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members. - Privaie members’ day was the
only opportunity members had of bring-
ing hefore the Ifouse matters affecting
their constituencies, and also matters of
importanee affecting the State, and mem-
bers should be careful before allowing
this privilege to be whittled away. The
Premier ecould well allow members the
appertunity of bringing forward private
husiness on each Wednesday. Many times
when private members’ business came on
every Wednesday there was little to be
discussed from the privale member's point
of view, and consequently Government
business went on as on other davs, and
it was not anticipated there would be a
large amouni of private members’ busi-
ness this session. There were times when
members desired to air grievances in the
Chamber, bui perhaps through having to
wait n fortnight the neeessity for ureing
the Government to take some step might
wo by, or some calamity might occur,
which, had the opportunity been given
the private member of bringing the matter
before the Honse, conld have heen avert-
ed. To-day, by the Standing Orders, he
had heen prevented from bringing for-
ward a matfer that he considered of great
wrgency. He boped the Premier would
consider the amendment and allow ment-
hers to have the privileges they had hither-
to enjoyed. Members should guard these

privileges and not  allow  them io be
whittled away.
Mr. FOULKLES (Claremont): If the

Premier met the wishes of the member
for East Fremantle no great risk wonld be
run, heeause later on in the sesston if it
was found that too much time was being
devoted to private membhers’ business,
more than the Government counld spare,
a motion econld be moved asking that the
whole of the time for the rest of the
session be devoied to Government husi-
ness. Aliernate Wednesdavs for private
members’ husiness meant praetieally that
memhers had no opportanity of bring-
ing forward wvaricus matters fhey con-
sidered of importance.

The PREMIER: Perhaps the member
for Fast Fremantle would vary his
amendment to provide that Government
business should ftake precedence on the
1st December. That would give an
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extra Wednesday for private members’
business.

Mr. ANGWIN: It would not make a
great deal of difference. It would not
give a privale member an opportunity
of introducing a private Bill. At least
one day a week should be allowed to pri-
vate members, seeing that we were to sit
four days a week.

Amendment put and negatived.

Question put and passed.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.
fTouse Committee.

The PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore)
moved—

That the House Committee for the
present Session shall consist of the
following members, viz.:—Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Gordon, Mr. Underwood, Mr. Tay-
lor, and Mr. Price, with leave to sit
during any edjowrnment and during
the recess, and with aulhority to act
Jointly with the FHouse Committee of
the Legislative (ouncil.

Mr. BATH (Brown Hill): Had the
House Committee  held a  meeting?
What had been done by the eommittee
in regard to rooms for the Press?

The Premier: The rcommittee would
not be elected until after the motion was
carried.

Mr. JACOBY (Swan): Recently a de-
cision had been arrived at with regard
to cerlain vooms in Parliament House.
Those rooms were presmmably under the
control of the House, but there was some
ambignity in the minds of members as to
who really controlled them. Tt was
stated that the Premier had given per-
mission to the Press io unse the rooms,
and that the Speaker when elected had

confirmed the Premier’s deeision. It was
undersiood that the Speaker still re-

mained in eontrol unti! defeated at the
general election, or until he failed to he
re-elected by the House. Therefore, what
was the actual pozition? Who really
contrelled the House of Parliament: the
Government of the day, or a commititee
appointed by the House, or Mr. Speaker,
the appointee of the Honze?

2}
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Mr. SPEAKER: It was not proper to
put a question o the Chair, but if the
House desired it bhe would say a few
words on the matter.

The PREMIER asked permission to
state what action he had taken in the
matter, Speaking from memory he be-
lieved he was asked by the leaders of the
newspaper staffs whether there was any
objection to the Press occupying the two
rooms in quesiion on the opening day;
and he had stated that he saw no objec-,
tion to their doing so pending the elec-
tion of the House Conunittee, because
be was under the impression that when
Parliament dissolved the Assembly mem-
bers of the House Committee were like-
wise dissolved. He had therefore given
this tentative permission to the Press.
It beecame necessary for someone ic give
the requisite permission. Whether it
should have come from the Counci! mem-
bers on the House Committee was a ques-
tion he had not comnsidered, but he had
believed he was meeting the wishes
of the Assembly generaliy by eiving it.

Mr. TAYILOR (Mount Margaret):
For the last two or three sessions he had
heerr 2 member of the House Commitiee.
On his first appoiniment to the commit-
tee, he promptly proceeded to see what his
duties were, and had ascertained how the
House Committee had acted since the
establishment of Responsible Govern-
ment in Weslern Australia. For a long
time we had two Houses of Parliament,
the Lower House in Hay Streef, and the
Legislative Couneil in St. George's Ter-
race. At that time the Speaker had great
powers in conreolling the House, and the
President had equal powers in the Legis-
lative Couneil, and they were almost
paramount. But when members moved
into the present building the House Com-
niitlce were appointed from the two
branches of the Legislature to sit jointly
and to eontrol those in the preecincis of
the Chamher employved by ihe State.
Many powers of the President and Spea-
ker were then curtailed because the eom-
miitee took up the aititude that, if they,
throngh rheir seeretary, issued instrue-
tions to officers of the Hounse, and tha
Speaker had the power that he hitherto
possessed to eomntermand them. a dual



o

& Sescional

conirol would he set up.  Consequently
the House Committee controlled the
Linilding outside the Chamber. Wiih re-
gard o rhe Premier having given cer-
tain instructions to the Press, a report
of what he had done appeared in the
West Australian  in the following
words :—

SParlament and  the Press.—By
permizsion of the Premier. the two
rooras fu the Legislavive Assembly
from which (i metropehitan taessi
were ejected last session were made
available fer the repucters yesterday,
pending the meeting of the new Honse
Cowmmittee. This oction by the head
of the Government was readily eon-
eurred in by My Quinlan immediately
an the election of that gentlenuin to
the pusition of Speaker.’’

In speaking to the question just now the
Promier said he was not sure whe had
the power to issue instractions regard-
ing ibe rooms, and whether ihe out-
going commmittee had comtrol of the
business until the new committee were
appointed.  The position was clear.
The instructions of the old House
Comroitiee must siand until the new
House Committee met and deeided
either io confirm or reverse them,
The action of the House Committee
which raised the whole guestion last ses-
sion wa< based upon a resolution carried
by ihe commitice on the 16th July, 1807.
It was generally helieved, and had heen
gaid in the Press. that the aetion taken
by the reporters was due to a new de-
ciston arrived at by the House Commit-
tee. That was poi so, for when the
rrouble arvese st session the Huuse
Cormmilice were merely carrylng ont the
torms of the resolution passed in 1907.
The rooms in dispute were occupied by
the Press uniil July. 1907; but for the
rest of hat session the veporters move
to il ather rooms provided for thenr
Jusi betore the last meneral eleetion the
veporte-s decided again 1o oceupy the
old rorns. In defiance of the instroe-
tions «i the commitiee: and verv pro-
perly they were insirueied by the! seere-
tary 1 the House Commitiee—who was
the preywer channel throngh which =ueh
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instruelions should be conveyed—that
the previous resolution still held good,
and that they would have to oceupy the
romus set apart for them. That aspeet
of the guestion had not been made known
to the people, as what had been said
through the Press was thai the eomumit-
tee decided last session, what in reality
was denlt with 14 months previensly.
The Premier had gone eovsiderably ont
of iz way, and quile apart from his
vights, in issuing instruetions counter-
manding something done by a commit-
fee of the House. Parliament appointed
a committee, and Parliament and not
the Government was paramount.

The Premigr: Whal wounld have hap-
pened had the members of the commit-
tec been defeated at the general elee-
tion?

Ale. TAYLOR: What would happen
to Acts of Pacliament passed by (he
Moorve Government if the Ministry lad
heen defeated at the general election?

The Premier: They would remain.

My, TAYLOR: And so did the in-
struetions and aclions of the Housc
Committee  until  a  new  comnmittee

wag appointed. The latter would then
have the power either to eonfirm or o
reseind the dedision previvusly arrived at.
Any aetion by the conunittee must hold
good until it was altered. In speaking of
the action of the Premier he was not ae-
ensing him of doing something for his
own personal gain, or with the object of
worming himself into the confidence of
the Press. But to say the least of it he
had heen guilty of bad taste and had
shown a want of knowledge of Lhe Pre-
mier’'s funetions. Tt appeared that the
grievances of the Press existed for some
timé, having gone back so far as 1904,
It was well that the member for Swan
{(Mr. Jaeoby) was again a member of
the House, for he would remember what
happened at the time he occupied the”
position of Speaker. That gentleman
had some diffienlty with the Press, and the
reporters were so incensed that theyv issued
a cirenlar to members selting forth their
grievances in plain and  unmistakable
language, Tt would afford information to
members if he read portion of the eiren-
lav, of which he had o copy and which



Neegional

was issued by (he Press to members of
Pavhiament. © The viveular vead:—
“(rievances ol representatives  of
-ibe Press whose duty it is to attend at
the New Parlimnent Houses. Speaker’s
urder that they should enter hy the side
(public) dour, which means (hat they
cannot have aecess w the building un-
til afrer prayers have heen read. 'Fhis
s most inconvenient by reason of the
faet thai it will not allow of the ordi-
nary preparalions heing made for the
day's work.  Speaker’s order prevent-
ing the reporters proceeding from one
Chamber to the other withoui having
fo wo vol of the Dbuilding. Speak-
er’s order prohibiling reporters from
using precinets of Chambers on ground
floor, where if is daily found necessary
iv interview Minizters and members.
The eniire absence of sanitary arrange-
ments for reportéers.  The arrangement
~made by the Speaker wherehy e would
fiave reparters go to servants’ gquarters
for meals.  There are many vacant
tables in the dining roow, and the ma-
jority of members would have no ob-
jection to the representatives of the
daily Press using one of them, if neces-
=ary, sereened off.  Foul-smelling and
inconveniently sitvated room given to
reperters in which to write up copy,
unhealthy and unbearable in sunmmer.
Gallery—lack of cunveniences: desk
uncomfortably narrow; no drawers for
papers. Necessity for teleplione in a
more ceonveniently situated reporters’
room.”
Evidently it was a very heinous offence
in the eyes of fhe reporters that they
should be compelled to have meals with
the servants of the House. The eireular
clearly showed the truth’ of what he had
said, that in the earlier days the Speaker
was clothed with much greater powers
than he possessed naw. At present the
joint committee issued insfructions. not
through the Speaker as formerly, bhui
through their secretary. Sinee the period
referred to in the cirenlar the House Com-
mittee made. arrangements for the Press
to use the telephone under the egallery
i the ground floor. Now, however, after
the receipt of further complaintz from
the Press, the House Commilitee had or-
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dered a telephone for each of tag Lwo
rounts =el apart tor the veporters. The
main contention wus that the rovms set
apart for the Press were too ot in the
summer and two cold in (the winter. The
committee  had  screened the windows
with curtains to prevent fhe rvouws fraw

getting  foo hot;  and in order to |
relieve the cold atmosphere in  winter
a  fire heater had heen purchased.
The eomplaint was then made tiur the
heater had an ubjectionable smell.  He

wanted to poinl oui that the House Com-
mittes had dealt fairly by the Pre-~, He
didd @0 i view of what had  heen  said
ahout the Hense Conmmittee, and e in-
vited members of ihe House to viaw the
ronm set apart. by the committee.  He
wanll also ask (he public of fhe State
whe fonnd (he money for these raoms to
come along and have a loak at them, aml
see wheiher the represemiatives of. the
Houge on the comnitiee had nat done a
fair thing by the Press,  He had heen

mformed that in some of the Fastern
States if members of the Press desired
telephones in their rooms rthe Govewn-

ment put the telephones in, but the Press
had to pay for them. Tn thi= Srate the
committee had given them a telephune
in eaech of the fwo roomz that had heen
set apart for them, and one of the rooms
wits unequalled o Auvstealin. He  had
heen in west paves of the Commonwenlth.
amd there was no room zef apart for Lhe
reparfers i any of the Pavliamentary
buildings which would compare with this
partieplar romn,  The commitiee recog-
nized that they enuld nai make any belier
provision for the Press in  the second
roomn other than by making a deor in the
#outhern wall in nrder to hring the press-
men into clozer touch with the galiery,
but they emphatically deelared that they
woeuld net have this voom.  The enmmit-
iee had Dhad nn estimate of the vist of
vhi= work prepared, and it waz conelhine
ke €127 Thai room was emly four or
Hve paces fraom the Press mllery; 31 was
one of the rooms adjacent 1n the reoms
ncenpied by Hansard, and i was  the
largest room in the temporary buiiline,
aml the hest veunlilaied {o. The Han-
sard staff were eompelled 10 work i-v.zer
hemrs and more laborionsiy, but . *hey
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were the servants of the chamber, and
they were the staff upon whom the people
of the country velied for accurate re-
cords of the business of Parliament. The
rooms which they occeupied were uot :ll
they should he.  The committee had dis-
cnssed that asplet of the question re-
peatedly, but until the Government were
prepared to vote a sun of money for
removing  the temporary strnefure of
wood and iron now oceupied by Hansard,
the eommittee would not be able to as-
sist the Press or Hensard. He wanted
the public to know the excuses aof the
Press in this matier. The most remark-
able thing about the difficulty was that
the Press made a strong point of the dis-
tance of one of these rooms from the
gallery. But what did they find ¢ They
found that through the whole of the ses-
sion before the lasl the representatives
of both the newspapers oceupied the one
laree room farthest away from the gal-
lery. That in itselt removed the ground
for complaint in regard to distance. If
the Press had been consistent on that sub-
ject they would have {aken the room
which was closer to the gallery, but they
weni to the one that was farthest away.
Certainly it was the best roon:, but the
diffienlty avose owing to the Tress mn-
stinets of Mr Ramaeciotti, the then leader
of the Morning Herald Staff. This gentle-
man recognising lhat the instructions is-
sued by the House Committee would have
to be carried oul, promplly proceeded to
the better of the two rooms, and with his
' staff tnok possession of it.
Granny Hackett’s crowd naturally got
angry, becanse there was nothing left fou
them but the room in the wooden stiue-
ture, “‘covered with tin and cardboard.”
As a matter of faet, this room was
covered with galvanised iron, like most
of the buildings in Western Australia.

The West Australian staff were some-
what angry at the action of the
Morning  Herald  stu'™  ir * secmring

pride of place. Tt was suggested to him
that the West -lustralien staff should
have the right to pick their room. He
promptly wanted to know why. The
rocms were set apart for the Press, and
the Press deeided for themselves., The
West Australian in a lordly wav de-
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clared that they should be allowed to-
do whal they liked and pick their own
rvom.  Of course, they would not go
into the room adjoining those of the
Hansard staff, and eventually they took
possession of the larger reom with the
staff of the Morning Herald. Subse-
quently. Mr. Romans, who hecame
leader of the Morning Herald staff,
pointed out that it was impossible for
the two statfs’ to work in one room, be-
cause the life of the Press depended on
competition and the activity of its re-
porters and paragraphers. 1t was neces-
sary for them to be apart, and each to
have a telephone. 7The House Com-
mittee recognised the vivalry between
the two staffs, and that they should be
placed a good distance apart; but un-
fortunately they had no other choice
with regard to rooms but to give them
the large one and the other adjoining
the rvoms of Hansard. THe was sorry
thai the Premier had taken it upon him-
self to interfere with the decision ar-
rived at by the House Committee. When
they came to think of it that the Pre-
nter of the State took up an attitude
of that kind, the position beeame hope-
less. 'The Premier staied that he did
not know what was done by the out-
going House Committee, but there was
the President of the Upper House to
consult, and the whole of the committee
was intaet. The Premier could have
gone to the President and asked him
what attitude had been taken unp. No;
off his own bat Le gave the reporters
permission to use the other rooms,
and fhen pleaded innocence. Tt was
a  fair and reasonable plea, but it
would not go down with him. No mntter
what the Premier thought, Parliament
was paramount, and Parliament through
its House Committee had done what it
thought best. If the House did not think
the action of the committee satisfactory
it had power to alter the personnel of
that committee. He had served for a
considerable time on that committee,
and had devoled considerable {ime and
energy to the work, and he was pleased
to say that if they looked through the
records it would be found that the com-
mittee had done  vervy  useful work.
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They had’ effected many improvements,
and they had not increased eost. They
had found that there were seveniy-two
lights being used in the Refreshment
Room : now that reom was lighted by
twenty-seven lights. On the electric
lishit bill they had saved in the last six
monthe, as compared with the previous
six menths, no less a snm than £140.
Hon, members would thus see that the
Tlouse Commitice had done something.

Mz, Angwin: Is that the reason why
many of the members are wearing spee-
tacles?

Mr. TAYLOR : Ii was rumoured that
many Hremantle members were weaving
#lasses to hide their identity. He had a
report from the secretary of the House
Committee which showed what the com-
mittee had done in the way of effecting
improvements, It was found that
strangers coming to the Strangers’ (al-
lery had te 2o through the buildine,
Tlie comnittee had put a staivease out-
side to enable strangers to enter the

eallery without passing through ihe
building and wandering about the
House. The committee had alsn  ar-

ranged a dining voom for Hansard and
the Press reporters, and a staircase bad
heen huilt to this place. It was a most
remarkable fact that whilst thex fourd
all these complaints from the Press, as
socn as there was a vacant position or
the Hansard Staff those very pressinen,
whe wonld not enter the rvoms which
the committee set apart for them and
whieh ther ({the pressmen) considered
were very  ohjectionable, at onee ac-
cepted the Hansard position and entered
into possession of the rooms which they
ss pressmen condemned and which be
(Mr. Taylor) would even declar- to be
infinitely worse than one of the rooms
set apart for the pressmen in the tem-
porary building. The rooms of the
Hansord Staff were very much smaller,
and the members of the Staff had to
remain in thexm mueh longer and do
much more work., and he could not help
repeating  that it was a most singnlar
thing that the very men who objected
most strongly fo enter those rvooms, im-
mediately hopped into a Government
position when it was made available.
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and accepted the hovels to work in. He
wis justified in calling them bovels be-
cause they were nothing else, and he
was sorry that ihe Government could
not see their way to provide a sum on the
Estimates which would enable the com-
mitiee to arrange propev rooms for their
servants to wori in, and enable them at’
the same lime to allocate rooms to the
Press which would be mure congenial to
them, When they fonnd those very
Press representatives willing and anxious
to accept Government positions it made
one Jook arounl. He would like to ask
the public if ther thought that the Press
had been badly treated by the House
Commiiree. He would give the public a
cordial invitation to visit the House and
inspecy the rooms that had been set
apart for the pressmen, and let ihem
inspect the dining room alse which had
been set apart tor them and say whether
thate were any groonds {or complaint.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon. member was
a little out of order. The discussion was
allowed on account of a question asked
by an hon. member, and he thought the
hon. member might he given some lati-
tude.

Question put and passed.

[Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30
p-m.]

Other Commitlees.

On motions by the Premier other Ses-
sional Committees were appointed as
Tollow :—

Library Commitice—Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Draper, and Mr. Walker, with leave to
sit during any adjournment and during
the recess, and with aunthority to aet
jointly with the Library Committee of
the Legislative Couneil.

Printing Commitiece—Mr, Speaker, Mr.
Brown, and Mr. Scaddan; to assist Mr.
Speaker in all matters which relate to
the printing executed by order of the
House. and for the purpose of seleeting
and arranging for the printing of Returns
and Papers presented in pursuance of
Motions made by members, and all Papers
laid upon the Tahle whefher in answer
to addresses or otherwise.

Standing  Orders  Commitiee—Mr.
Speaker, Mr., Foulkes, Mr. Collier. Mr.
Hudson, and the Chairman of Com-
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wittees, with Jeave io =it durinz any ad-
jowrument, and with authoriy to confer
upei subjects of nmiusl coneermnent with
any commitiee appoainted for simikar pur-
pozes by the Levislative Conneil

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Necond dai.

Dehate resumed From the opening day,
10th Nuovember,

AMr. BATH (Brown HID ¢ In addvess-
ing myselt to ihe debate on the Address-
im-Reply at this the opening of a new
Parliament T feel thay I eannot allow
the vecasion o pass withour expressing
the pleasure which 1 myself and my
colleagues feel at the faet that ihe re-
sult of the general eleetion has inereased
the representatives on this szide of the
House. When ilie whole of rthe members
are here—and 1 may say that several
are away seeking v maintain the party
at the number announced in the Press—
we shall have only one vacant clair on
this side uf the House. And 1 believe
that not only is it a matter of congratu-
Iation for representalives of ihe Labour
pariy, but I believe also it is m the best
interests of the people of 1his State, he-
cause there ean be no doubt that the ex-
perience that members aud the pevple
have had of Parliament as constituted
during the last three yewrs with the
Jarge majority, has led vo rhe belief that
the subservience shuwn during that fime
was demwralising to parliamentary in-
stitutions and apposed to the hest inter-
osts of the peaple. Of conrse we have
nar filled up rhe aching voids which we
have had on ihis side of the House dur-
ing the last three vears without eansing
some pangs of bitterness to the Premier
and his eolleasues. and sinee the resulis
of the election were made known, not
only the Premier hat other Ministers
have remarked upon the result of the
eloction in some disparaging ferms, I
wish fo say 1hat however sirenuous
“that eonflict way have been—and I he-
lieve it was one of the most energetic
clection campaigns ever fought in Wesi-
ern Ausiralin—we fonght it on political
principles, and, T have yet to have it
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pointed omt 1o me where ) slpp:'n:wi. ol
where nmembers supporting me departed
from eriticism of legislarive and admini-
strative acls of the Government i order
to deal with mere personalities and
abuge. We sought to aveid that, and [
think that in spite of the heat of the
campaign, we did avoid it. We know
the resulrs, and we ean say this, ifat
botl sides placed their case before the
people. The people were fully acquaint-
ed with the views of hoth parties. A
ureat deal of platform work was doue,
and ihe verdict must be decepied as ilie
deliberate vote of the electors of the
State, And It must he remembered too
that ihere was a large increase in the
percentage of eleectors over that of any
previous campaign. There has also been
a great deal of talk as to whar wonid
oceur when Parliameni met. We have
heard it said that the Government, in
spite of the fact that they bave a majo-
rity of six, wounld find difficulty in earry-

ing on the business of the State,
hecause there were certnin  gentlemen,
whe, T understand, io use (heir own
language, have reserved the right

to eriticise actions of the Govern-
ment whieh they might consider wrong,
Reservationists T think  they were
iermed by the Morning Herald, 8o far
as Parlinment has proceeded, judging by
the harmony whieh is said to have pre-
vailed at the opening  Minmsterial
meeting, there is still some hope as far
ay the Premier and hiz ecolleagnes e
concerned, that the posivion is wol ns
bad as was predieted by a zreat many
people.  And the Premier himseit is
apparently seized with that idea, he-
cauze in His  Fxeelloney’s  Bpeech
e expresses the lhope  (hat  ihe
sfabilily of Goavernment will eoniinue
tn he assured for anatlier three vears,
In faet it zeems that the Reservativnists
are weiting rid of their reservations, which
are melting away like snow in the smnmer
sun, and we find the member for Swan,
one of the Reservationistzs, moving the
Address-in-Reply, and in the friendliest
possible faghion taking upon himself the
task of improving the members oecupying
the Minisierial benchez. And even in a
more fluent and generou~ way we find
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the hon, member fur Roebourme, wlo is
alse eredited with being a Reservationist—

Mr. Hopkins @ A
Lahour party.

Mr. BATH: Yes _In spite of the fact
thar the Premier and his colleagues put
their own money on another horse for the
Roehourne contest, we find the Lhon. wem-
ber ir the most generous fashion besiow-
ing a whole bundle tull of hints upon the
Minisiry.

The Premier: You tried hard to eap-
ture him.

Mr. BATH: It veally reminds me of
the old nursery rhyme about the ten little
niggers sitling in a row. We find there
were siy Reservationists, hut in view of
the altitude taken up by the wember for
Swan aud the mewber for Roebourne
they are reduced to four. The member
for Beverlev and the member for Green-
ongh, who are alzo credited with being
Reservationistx,. have preserved a sphinx-
like zilence, and from all appeavance the
Government are assured of a mmjority
of five, so far as the present Parliament
is concerned. There is this 1o be said,
that T fail tv see any possible reaszon.—
in faef it would be a reflection on wem-
bers of this Parliament if it were not
possible for a Government with a major-
ity of five or six to earry on the affairs
of ihis State. But the unkindest cuts
have come from those newspapers—and
they are many—whieh supported the
Government during the last three vears.
and during the election campaign. We
bave had these-saying beeause of the in-
attention of Government members, it
would be impossible. even with that
majority, for the Government to ecarry
on. No less a jowrnal than the Kalgoorlie
Miner, a eonzi<ient supporter’ of the Gov-
ermneni. we find u=ing these expres.
slon~—expres~0n~ even wore severe than
anvihing that hax ever heen said by
a member on fhix side of the House, Tt
£AVEI—

“Some of the other supporters of
the Government are just as unreliable.
The Miniszterial supporters are mostly
men of affairs who have their own busi-
nesses 1o attendl to and they eannof
ahweays be depended on o be present.

member of the
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Sowe of them arve old and weary and
perhaps would sleep more comfortably
at "home than on the benches in ile
House. Moreover, a few of them ure
far trom betng ardent followers and
thev will probably hesirate before giv-
ing up {heir whole time 1o watchtulness
in order 1o prevent a Jdefeat of their
so-cilled parry, perhaps by a eatch
vote. There are two or three ambiticus
men among them, and they may want
to know where they come in if so wuch
i o be demanded of them. Taking
them on the whole thoge on the Miuis-
terial side of the Chawmber are some-
what of a joh lot.”
That is preity severe criticism coming
from @ Government journal but I hope
that during the deliberations of this Par-
liament it will not be proved to be true.
I hope that on whichever side of the
Huuse members sit they will sulliciently
realise the faet that thev have been sent
here by the electors to transact the husi-
ne== which mayx be brought before the
House by the Government or wembers of
the House: and that their own private
business will not be placed above those
duties they are sent here to perferm.
If that be so, I eannnt see where the
Premier has anything to fear as
far as this Parliament is conecerned.
Coming to lhe Address-in-Reply. we find
that  there has been very little in the
shape of prediction or a statement of
what is to come in the future. It can be
regarded as somewhat of the nature of
looking haek on the past, in faet rather
as a prospectus which some lecturer
(Wallace Nelson, for insfance) might he
preparing on his way Home to advertise
the possibilities nf the State. So, taking
the cue from the tone adopted in the
Address-in-Reply, T am gaing to look
haekward to a few of the reeent happen-
ing: since lasi Parliament was dissolved.
In the first place we have a matter that 1
helieve should be ventilated a1 the earlivst
possible  opporiuniiy  in  Parliament.
and F am availing myseif of this debale
on the Address-in-Reply in order to eall
atiention to it. 1 refer to ihe way in
which the Minister for Mines has hong,
on to the porifolio after having been de-
feated in the constiineney fur which he
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sought election, Of course there is a
polite fietion that Ministerial office is
‘something in the gift.of the Crown, but
it is after all only a fiction. It would be
a bad thing for representative govern-
ment if we gave it any weighi more than
the weight of fietion. Ministerial office in
Western Australia or any part of Aus
tralia is eontingent upon the holder of it
maintaining the eonfidence of the ma-
jority of the electors in seme constituency.
On the 11th September the electors of
Menzies, a majority of them, said that
they did not have confidence in Mr. Gre-
gory; and for that gentleman to continne
to hold his offiee is opposed to the den:.-
eratie principles we wish to see obtaining
in Western Australia, or in Australia for
that matter. Further than the verdiet of
the Menzies electors, we have the opinion
of the majority of the electors in every
goldfields constituency in Western Aus-
tralia, with the exception of Kalgoorlie;
and that verdict, even more emphatic than
the expression of opinion given by the
electors of Menzies, was in opposition fo
the reactionary policy that had been in-
stitated in the administration of the
affairs of the Mines Department; also
that verdict has been given by greater
majorities than were ever previously re-
corded for members representing gold-
fields constituencies, and it has been given
not alone by one class of individual, not
by the working miners only, but by the
prospectors and the leaseholders from the
southernmost part of Western Australia
to far Pilbarn. For instance, let us take

the constitnency of Pilbara.  The hon.
member informs me that there are
only 20 trades unionists in Pilbara,
the bulk of the electors being pro-
spectors and leaseholders. We have

the same position in Dundas and in other
constituencies, for instance those repre-
sented hy the members for Murchison and
Mount Magnet; and the vevdiet of these
electors has been plainly in favour of a
change in the poliey that has ruled in the
Mines Nepartment for the past few years.
That being so, I think Mr. Gregory should
have held on to the portfolio no longer
than was necesrary o make way for the
suecessor decided on hy the Prewier in his
stead: hut 1o hald on fo it in the way
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he has done is, as I have already said,
something entirely opposed to the opinion
of the majority in the goldfields consti-
tuencies of Western Australia. More-
over, the fact that he has retained the
position has given -him an uondue advan-
tage in comection with the circumstances
surrounding the Menzies contest and the
election appeal which followed. For in-
stance, we find that under the guise of a
Ministerial visit to his constitueney the
Minister for Mines had placed at his dis-
posal the Government motor ear to tour
the constitueney in his own interest.

The Minister for Works: When?

Mr. BATEH : Prior to the election tak-
ing place.

The Minister for Works:
prior to that9

Mr. BATH: On the oceasion, well
known to the Minister for Works, when
the Minister for Mines completely toured
the Menzies electorate.

The Premier: And the whole of the
goldfields.

Ar. Heitmann: Yes, electioneering.

Mr. BATH: We not only found the
Minister for Mines doing that, bnt when
the election contest was in progress we
found the Colonial Seeretary utilising his
Ministerial position to the fullest extenl
in order to go round and assist Govern-
ment candidates. It is true that the as-
sistance was much more in favour of
members of the QOppositicn than in favour
of those Mr. Comnolly sought to assist;
but the fact remains that, although he
was very eareful to publish in the Press
that he had hired this motor ear at his
own expense, a special train went over the
Midland line drawing the Ministerial eor
containing Mr., Connolly and a truck np-
on which the motor ear was loaded. This
was considerable expense to be put fo
merely to enable Mr. Connolly to go upon
an electioneering expedition. It proves
that there is a tendency to get hevond o
fair thing in electioneering contests, when
Ministers nse all the opportanities thev
possess for all they are worth in election-
eering campaigns. There are eirenm-
stanees suwrrounding the Menziez cainpaizn
whieh need to be ventilated at the earliest
possible mament. In the firi place we
find the eleeticm upset because  certain

How long
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vaies weré recorded which were declared
to be illegal because through absence
from the electorate for more than three
munths voters had ceased to lhold the
qualifieation as electors in that eonstitu-
ency; and we have the added fact given
in evidenee in ihe Court that votes of
memhbers of Mr. Gregory’s commitiee
were recorded in his favour and yet were
used for the purpose of upsetting the
election.

Mzr. Bolton: Disgracetul!

Mr. BATH: This absolutely places a
premitm on irvegular, if uot corrupt
mefhods in eleetioneering cmmpaigns. So
far as that conteslt was eoncerned, my ad-
vice fendered pevsonally and by letter tv
Alr. Buzacott was that he was to find oui
every one of those voters whose naimes
might be retained on the roll although
they had lost the gualifieation, apd to ob-
ject to every one of them: because so far
as candidates from the Opposition were
concerned, it was not worth their wlile,
in faet they could not afford to run the
risk of an election appeal on matters of
this sort. Thai advice was tendered in
circulars issued to every eanstituency
where a candidate was run on our behalf,
and il was acted on by Mr. Buzacott and
his  committee: because a list of thosc
names was sulinitted by the serutineers
and ohjected Lo, but the ohjection was
overrnled and the voies admitted despite
every effort on Mr. Buzacott’s part to
have the cuonfest decided on a clear issue
only by those entitled to vote. Audnow
we find that he not only loges the seat,
which may be a right conelusion aecord-
ing to the law. but he has also to bear the
additional burden tliat he is muleted in the
whole of the eosts of the petition.

Mr. Hopkins: He could have escaped
that.

Mr. BATH: Xo: it was impossible for
him tn eseape.
wonld have heen =aid by nine our of every
ten electors i Western Australia if Mr.
Buzacott. before he knew the ease that
was (o be submitted against him, had
resizned. as it was said he could do in
order to contest a new election? The
first thing people would have said would
have been, “He must have been guilty
of some impraper practices or he would

'12 NovemsEr, 1908.]

In the first place what'

Second day. 4]

not have resigned.’’  Again, although
reference was made lu the rvules adopted
by the Court of Disputed Returns, they
were not adopted until the Sth October,
and at that stage it was impossible for
Mr. Buzacott to have vesigned in order
that the expense might have been ob-
viated. But if the utterances of Mini-
sters in this House ave to be regarded
as at all reliable, Mr. Buzacott had their
assuranee so far as freedom from aetion
on the Menzies roll was concerned under
the Electoral Aet which the Attorney
General introduced and which was
passed. In the cowrse of the second
reading of the Electoral Bill, in his ex-
planation of its provisions, the Attorney
General made these remarks:—

“We have made one attempt in this
Court of Disputed Returns to save
candidates from being unnecessarily
harassed and possibly being made the
vietims of circumstances over whieh
they have no control, by providing in
Clanse 160 that the Court shall deem
the roll conclusive evidence that the
persons envolled were at the date of
the completion of the roll entitled to
be enrolled. The provisions for
making up rolls make it necessary for
every roll 1o bhe dated—the original
roll and the supplementary rolls; and
this provision in regavd to disputed
refurns i thai the Courl is (o take the
voll on the date it hears on the face of
it as heing the eorreet voll. That is
the intent of the existing Aect, but it
is badly phrased and is open to

another interpretation. T think it is
only fair tu the eandidates (o say that
when the depactment issues its roll
and dates it at the date of issue, they
can rely that on that date—rthey do
not of course take respousibility for
anythiog subsequent to that date—the
pariles enrolled were entitled to the
franchise. Of course this earries the
matrer somewhat farther. from this
point of view. that provision is made
in this Bill whereby any persou whe
leaves a constituenevy is entitled for
three months afrer he has left the con-
stituency ta exercise the franchise.
Therefore. if any member here were a
candidate and it hecume necessary for
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him to assure himself as to whether
some person was enriifled to vofe or
wot, he at leasi could assure himself
o this stage. that it the person’s name
appears on the voll that was printed
within (hree months of the date of his
inquiry, that person was presumably
entilled to vote. "’
That was the assurance given by ihe At-
torney General when introdueing this
Bill: and yet we ave told, according to
the opinion of the Chief Justice. there
was nothing in fhe deliberations of Par-
liament on this measure which gave any
weight to Clause 161 in the Bill by which
it was held that the roll prepared and
dated by the Electoral Office was eonclu-
xive cvidenee of the right of those per-
gons to vote. T say that the proteetion
which the Attorney General 2aid was to
he given to eandidates against heing un-
necessarily harassed is evidently not in
existence, beeause we have the rvolls
questioned in the same manner as those

which were prepared under the Aeis
which this last Ael vepealed.  Now
fake the ofher pont n whieh it
was  songht to upset  the eleetion,
that  of  negleet on the  part  of
the  Eleetoral  Depariment to  aen-

rately delimit the Menzies electorate,
and upen that point T wonld like 1o
know upon whose anthority and  at
whose expense the suvvey of that elec-
torate was made afier the Eleeroral De-
pariment had praetically given assur-
anee to those whom they emrelled that
they were within the bhoundaries of the
Menzies clectorate and were therefore
entitled to vote, If these persons were
outside the Menzies electorate it is
clearly an evidenee of negleet on the
part of the Electoral Department, and
vet in the ll of costs submitted to Mr.
Buzacotlt we find inserted an amouni of
£10 which he is ealled upon to pay for
the swrvey made by an officer of the
Mines Depariment on (he instruetions
of ithe Under Seeretary for Mines,

Mr. Cfarson: About the same experience
I had. T was forced to pay to Brown.

Alv. BATH: T will deal with the mem-
her's caxe. whicl has heen guoted as a
precedent, and will show there is a dif-
ference hetween it and the Menzies elec-
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tion. The survevor who c¢arried out the
work said il was done in his time a5 a
survevor of the Mines Department, and
that he had reeceived instructions from the
Under Secretary for Mines. Mr. Gregory
says it was done al his expense. The bill
of costs says it was to be done at Mr,
Buzacott’s expense. If there was any
neglect the expense involved should he
borne by the parties responsible—the
Eleetoral Department. Further it was
contended as a justification for this conrse
heing followed, that a precedent had heen
established by the petition lodged awninst
the return of Mr. Holnes for East Fre-
mantle in 1903, Mention was alsa made
of the Geraldton and Cooleardie peti-
tions, The East Fremantle ease pro-
vides ahsolulely no parallel, for this rea-
son, that the irvegularities in that con-
nection were, I believe, made by the mem-
berv declared returned at the eleetion. Mr.
Holmes. 1f not actuaily commitied by
lim, they were the work of his supporters
and of the eommittees acting on his he-
half, To quote an instanc¢e: in one place
a very prominenl gentlemnan in Fremanile,
who held the position of a postal vote
oflicer, fook he vote of one gentleman
who was in bed, and who, on he evidence
of his medieal officer, waz mentally unfit
to reeord his vate. This is one of a num-
her of instanees in which the postal voie,
whicli is fhe souree of eorruption in all
these rases, was used hy the gentleman
who was declared to he retnrned, and it
iz only in keeping with the justice of
things that the man who used to the fullest
extent all the opporivnities for irregu-
larity ihat present themselves under the
postal vote provisions. should he 1nade
to hear the cost. The same remarks apply
to the Geraldion and Coolgardie ca~es, 1
helieve, however, that in neither of these
eases was the member who was elected. and
aithzequently unseated on these vates, him-
=elt responsible for the misuse of the
postal votes. bhut it was his supporters
and eommittees. In the present instance
we find that My, Buzacott, and tho-e aeat-
ing on his behalf, did evervihing in their
power io ohject to (hose postal votes
heing eounted in the election.  That being
s0. it seems to me (he verdict which
placed the hurden of costs on the shoul-
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ders  3Mr. Buzaeel: simply nffers a pre-
wity, 0 dishonesiy in elections. and
makes the mwan wio Ivies o run honestly
fou. e Bill Yor the whole transaction.
S v as< these postal votes are concerned,
I tave =aid before that the provisions in
the Y. et provided the chief blot in
that measzure.  We sought in the last
EBlecteral Aet, and 1 give the .\fiorney
Geeeras eredit for Laving endeavonred to
hedae the provision- round with turther
cordditions, to prevent the provizions heing
used v the manne- adopted in the past.
Bui we found in the late campaigu that
the pu-tal scte provisions offered such
facilities 1o these having a large sum of
money Lo spend that it is elear there
wiil he no reedoni from eorruption and
irreettlariries in eleciions until either we
make it known lo those using the
vote~ that if irregularities are proved
*he votes will bhe " open to serutiny
atter the election, or that we wipe out
the poovisions altogether. even although
thi~ iehe impose some disqualification
ot disadvantaze on a small peeecntage
ot the ¢loctors. Some refevence has heen
titde iy members to-night to the whitt-
ling oway of the rights of members of
this  Parliament. and there is a o
deal in the contention.  In recent years
there has been orowing in Western Aus-
tralia an opittion amony Ministers that
they are not only an  administrative
body, bt that they also to a lavee ex-
tent ~hould fulfil the functions of Par
Hament.  We find an effort made 10
squee: v the deliberations of Parliament
into the smallesr posgible time, and the
rece~~ lengthening ont to an inordinate
decree, and we also tind a dizinclination
for the discursion of very  important
marter~ in this Houwse. I would like to
syt metaber~ on both sides of the
Haouse that they have hat few oppoituni-
tie= o bring forward matters in which
they e interested.  On mary oecosicns
metihers who hiad merodaced 2 measuee
and perhaps had been given an optri-
ity 1o lave noread a <eeomd 1pae.
found that owing 10 the adoption of thix
suecsdng procesz 1l ex were never siven
another chanee to have further progress
made with the Bill. There is also a
tendency tn err down the discussion o
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the Estimnies. Apart trom the Ad-
dres~dn-Reply the disenssion on 1he Eas-
limates i practieally the only oppor-
tunity o member has durving  the =n-
tines of Parlicment 1o discuss inatters
of vital concern o him and his dis-
trict.  The questions of mines admitins-
tration, consteaction of roads, lauds ad-
minstration, and eiher wmafrers imne-
diately under the contral of the ditfer-
e Minzlers ean only be heouglt {or-
wimll on the twoe veepsions | have weu-
tioned, and it the opporitaitios to dis-
cuss fhem then are curtailed, the mew-
her desirons of seeking inforinntion,  or
making hix views known, loses the op-
poriunity of bringing the matter for-
wind,  We find that the sesston just
betore the dissolutivn ot Parliament,
which some members have referred to
as heing practically useless. oftered very
litile apportonity £or members o deal
with these marters, and from jusi before
Christinas in 1907 until the end of July,
when Parlianmenr met. Ministers were
practically free from the contid or the
eriticism of members. It would not be
so bad if the recess had beenr devoted to
adminisirative work, bt so far as the
first half of 1008 was concerned. the
time was utilised by Ministers in tour-
ine the enountry and electioueering, i
prepavation for the general electivits,
which thev knew woud ensue,

The Premier: The longest tour they
Lad was witlh von.

Mr. BATH: Under the cirenmstances,
therctore, administiation has heen lack-
ing, amd has suffered. The adwinistra-
tiom of the State barteriex suffered. and
that i= one rveason why the Minister for
Mines has found a vervy considerable
cliance of apdnion, not anly in Menzies
b also in orher constitucncies, where
the leazeholders and prospectors are
Lareely  depetstent  for their livelilood
on the Siare hatrevies,  We hnve the ve-
port of  the Siate  Battectes  [nguiey
Board, but there has hecn no conmpre-
hensive attempt on the pavt of the Min-
isters to remedy the condition of affrirs
disclosed hy that report. In faer we
i the poaition of  superintendeni  of
these  hatterie~ coing to a gentleman
whe had proved by his neeleet of the
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State’s interests, in the sale of the smel-
ters at Ravensthorpe. (hat he was uot
fitted to he entrusted with the office. A
very severe loss was oeeastoned to the
State by the sale of matte and slag
which contained many thousands of
pounds’ worth of metalss  In June or
July of this vear applications were cal-
led by the Public Service Commissioner
for the position of Superintendent of
State Batteries. 1 understand that the
Public Service Commissioner bas made his
reconnmendation, and if he has not done
20 he is not fitted to occupy the position
he helds. We have, however, the appli-
cants strung on month after month and
no satisfaetion afforded them as to the ap-
pointment.  Thus there is negleet in the
administration of the Minegs Department,
and this neglect is characteristic of the
state of affairs in the other depariments.
We have only to take the diselosures in
regard to the Tender Board to shiw fhere
has heen a lack of eontrol on the part of
the Treaswrer in that partienlar depart-
ment, and T intend to move at an early
date for the production of the papers in
connection with the inquiry into the ad-
ministration of the board. Next we have
the Police Depariment. In spite of the
promise made that some alteration and
veform would be effected in this depavt-
ment there is nol one paper in the State,
he it a Government or an  Opposition
paper, which is not ealling adttention fo
the unsatisfactory state of affairs, and
to the many grievances under which the
pelice labour. Tt 35 swrely time that at-
tention was devoied to the work of ad-
ministrafion, and that this discatisfaciion
was alleviated to some degree. Now we
come to the question of finance, Of
eourse we will have an epportuniiv when
the Treasurer intreduces the Esiimates
and makes his Budeet speeeh (0 deal with
this af greater length. but the only point
to which T wish o refer now is that at a
tnne when the State is fravelling back-
ward 1 the manner it is doing, something
more is called for from the Treasurer than
a mere assurance that there is no cause for
alarm.  We want some assurance that the
Treasurer himself iz alive to the position
and thai he has some effective remedy to
sngrest for the drifting position of the
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finanees. At the recent elections there
was an almost universal expression of
hope by men of all shades of opinion
thyoughout the eountry that the electors
of  Sussex would rejeet the Treasurer.
Thar was the wish of men who sup-
ported the general poliey of the Govern.
ment, but whe say we shall never have
effgefive financial administration and re-
form in Western Australia until some-
one else, even if it he a man from the
Governmment gide, accupies the position of
Treasurer. In support of this T need go
ne further than (o quote the case of the
gentleman who oceuples a seat on the
Governnent side of tive House—the mem-
ber for Beverley (Mr. Hopkins)—who
grave public expresssion to those views
during the recent campaign. We have
the fluent expression of opinion from the
member for Roebomrne (Mr, Osborn)
that things are all vight, that there is no
necessity te worry over a deficiency of a
mere £350,000, and {hat matters will eome
out all right in the end: bui we must bea,
this faet in mind, that the position of the
State finanees is a barometer of the con-
dition af the general ecommereial and
industrial life of the Siate. Tt is
certainly mnob an incentive to private
effort if the finances of the State are in
the eondition they are in at present. Then
we have the position of the railways.
In spite of the faet thai we have had 500
miles of additional railways constructed
since 1905-6, the railway tevenue  has
fallen off to the extent of £132,000. or in
these two vears at the rate of £85.000 4
year. Granted we eannot expect these
railways recently eonstrueted to pay from
the jump, surely we ecan expect that
they will eontribute something additional
to the railway revenue. and that ir will
nof wo back as it has bheen going during
the past two years, T certainly think
the position is one warthy the attention
of members. OF eourse we have as usual
the blame placed on the shoulders of the
Commonwealth.  We are told we are
being deprived of revenue, and the whole
hlame for the financial position is placed
on the Federal authovities. This brings
me o the question of our relations with
the Commonwealth. T have no desire to
diseuss this subject at length at the pres-
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ent time, hecause when the Prewmier sub-
mits his motion there will then be the
vpportunity of dealing with it af mueh
wrcater lengih: but T do wish to express
ihis opinion—and it was confirmed by the
statement made by Mr. Gregory in ae-
woanting for his defeai in the Menzies
election —that there is growing up,
thronghont the yoldfields constituencies
ai least, a feeling in favour of Federation
and in favour of the Federal Parliament.

The Premier: He said in favour of
Unifieation.

Mr. BATH: He soid what I have said.
Anyhow I am taking it at the moderate
expression in favour of the Federal Par-
liament and Federation as it exists at
present: and there is no doubt M.
Ciregory has acenrately ganged the opin-
jon of ihe goldfields. And as long as we
are content to drift as we are doing at
present. so long is that feeling eoing to
exist. Those who are advocating Staie
Tights ai present: calling upon ns to
preserve home rule for Western Aus-
tralia; ealling upon us to resist the en-
eroachments of the Federal Parliament;
as long as they maintain that position,
wnder the existing limitatons, are merely
blindly groping in the dark, for so long
will the electors on the goldfieids, as in
the other pars of the State, and indeed
Australia, look rowards the Federal Par-
linment becanse it is based on a demo-
cratic franchise. T say that the Premier
could do more for the preservation of
home rule, of antonomous powers here if
we were fo deal with the question of Upper
House reform instead of introduncing the
motion which was earried at the confer-
ence of Stale Premiers. Bul so long as
we are content to lahovr along under our
antiquated Constitution. so long will the
attention of the people be Iurned to the
Federal Parliameni. The, promise was
made here that this measure of Tpper
House reforin would he introduced in
the first session of this Parliament; that
this reform would be one of the first
measures suhmitted. The failure to carry
out that pledge i= one more nail in the
coffin of fhe Siaie Parlinment: one more
reason for the electors fo lonk with con-
tempt on uns, and look to the Federal Par-
Jiament for their salvation. Now a zood
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deal has been said, and there have leen
many speculations in the Press, as to
what would be the attitude of the Labour
party on the assembling of Parliament.
I d¢ not think there should be any need
for speculation in regard to the course
which we as a Labour party are likely
to adopi. We have demonstrated during
the past Lhree years, on more than one
veeasion, that we are not here as an Oppo-
gitton merely for the sake of opposing
anything suggested from the other side of
the House. On more than one ocension
we have voted for measures that the Gov-

ermment  have submitied, and given
them our cordial support when they
have gone some distance on  the
road we were pursuing. We are

lere lnoking for legizlation which will
henefit the people as a whole, and looking
tor just and equitable administration of
that legislation, and as long as that is
furthecoming we are ready to support the
Government. We are here as a Laboar
party in this House, pledged to certain
definite privciples, and duoring the last
elections there was ample evidence from
nearly every constituency at present re-
presented by a labour member, that these
principles have been taken to heart more
and more by the electors ns a whole, who
showed that they were firmly committed
to them. Tt is our duty as a Labour party,
therefore, to push forward those prio-
ciples at any and every opportumty, to
justify the trust that has been placed in
us as advocates of these prineciples in
this House, It is frequently urged that
there is very little difference between the
policy of the present (Government and
that of the Labour party. T say if that
were true it would be a very good reason
why some more vigorous and progressive
party should take our place on these
henches: bul it is not true. Theve is a
very wide and vital difference between
the puliecy of the Government and the
poliey of the Labour party. I need only
point to a few instances, TDiscussions
during. the couwrse of last Parliament
showed the wide difference that exists. I
need only point to the discussions on the
Electoral laws, on the question of Upper
House reform, on taxation, on education,
and on measures of labour legislation, to
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show ‘hat there i= a wide zulf between
the v.ews advocated on the Ministerial
side aud the views of Labour members.
It 3% irue that individoal Munsters have
at times expresseil themselves probably
i favone of democratic ideas; but even
when ~ome measures in the direction of
reform: have been Introduced il has been
plaiuy evident. to me al leasl. that it
is net xo mueh (he poliey of Ministers
themeehves, but the poliey of Minisiers
limited by ile conservalive influence on
the Ministerial side of the House which
have obained as the Ministerial poliey
in thi~ State. We have in Western Aus-
traiie problems which are pressing for
goluticn, amd (o which in the past. as far
as adminisiration is concerned, very little
attertim  hax been given.  Throughout
the +e-ent electionz there wis evidence,
not ~o wmeh that we wanted to boast of
how =rany willion aeres of land we have
alienaial, or how many miles of railway
we - -itneled, bat that what we needed
was thar the land should he dealt with
and  that legislation and  administration
shold he =0 framed and so directed as
to ~e-qre ereater weasure of comfort and
haprpiress Lo the many, and not to the
few, a= in the past. It [ were asked lo
show the diffevence hetween the poliey of
{he Mimistry and the policy of the Labour
party. T owould point to the respeefive
attitndes of the two parties on this ques
tion, where the eollective energy and the
contral of the people is brought into
play in eonnection with our industries,
It may not be recoenised by hon. members
on the other side of the House—those bf
them «of a conservative tarm of mind—
but it i~ nevertheless true that, in Western
Ausiralia and in Awsiralia, and in fact
all wver the world, there is growing
stronzer and stronger a feeling in favour
of *he peaple—that is. the collective en-
ergiec of the people direeting these things
for ke advantage of the penple as a
whole, That i ealled soeialism, and how-
ever mneh the name mayv frighten hon.
menrbias on the Government side of the
Hovier . thex have to bear in mind there is
a new generation here as elsewhere to
whi=* the word hears no tervors what-
ever, We have in Western Australia am-
ple £3idence given by Minisiers themselves
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that when they want to proteet producers

in this State. whether producers in the
mining  or agricultwral districts, against

expluifation—you can eall it robbery if
you will—the remedy which is advocated
by then ix socialism. We find for instance
ihat recently we have developed deposits.
of vatueal wanures in the divection of
Geraldion, and [ believe it is to he the
policy of the Governenl that these de-
poxits shall be retained in possession of
the Staje, and thai whatever advantage
acerues from the ownership of these
deposits it shall he retained by the-
people of the Siaie and not by the few
who might otherwise he cxpected to ex-
plott them. This iz seeinlism.  To go
farther, we have the guestion of the
operations of the neat ring whieh has
been exeveising the minds of the people
of 1he State, and the one remedy sug-
gested by (he Minister in charge of the:
Agvicultural  Depavtment, although  he
diselaims  heing  a  socialist, is that
the State should erect puoblic  abat-
toirs in vartous centres in order to-
denl with the posttion: and freezing
works at Wyndbam also. It was evi-
denced al the recent cleelions, no matter-
how strongly the Premier and his col-
leagues advoented the loan of money to
privale eapitalists to enable them to
eveet these wovks, that the feeling of
the people was against such a proposal.
T have only to reeall a meeting addressed
hy the Premier in Balkaita. He pointed
out how they -had hedged with restrie-
fions those people who were going to
starl the freezing works. in order fo
projeet  the inlerests of the produocers
and consumers, aml vet after he had
finished. the member who was sfanding
for the electorate 2ot up and sud he
was entively opposed to the loan.

The Premier: And that lest him his
seat.

Mr. BATH: 1 faney 11 was the hon.
member’s advocacy of the loan. hecause

ather people whom the Premier went
i assist lost  their seats. However,
there is this position, that the peo-
ple  were of opinion that if the
matter were left 1 the hands of
privafe  enterprise. no matier what

reculations or restrietions we might im-
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pose. we conld not prevent ihem exer-
eisng ecntral of the industries and roh-
bine producer and consmner alike, And
there i very good ground for chis
opintea. Tn America for yvears amd vears
past the ery has been to regulate ihe
trusis; not to do away with them. but
regulate them. But 1he more {hey songht
to regulate the trusts (he more the
trusts have regulated and corrupted the
‘Government.  And not only is this so in
America, for the condifions that have
obtained there have obhiained all the
world over.  Tn this instanee, ag in
others, in fhe malier of freeing the pro-
-ducer from the operations of the private
money-lender, it is to the Siate’s eollee-
tive effort that we ltave ta come in order
to give them money at & reasonahle rate
of interest. Another iustance of State
-collective aetion 15 shown in the Savings
Bank, where we go to wet the penple’s
money that the State may lend it out
to the farmers to improve their holdings.
In all these things we sec collectivism
-working. and in my opinion it is the
only posgible remedy £or many of these
-difficulties under whieh we labour.  We
have also growing np in Western Aus-
tralia an evil which at the present time
they are fecling maost acotely in the
old eonntry, an evil which is exercising
the minds of Britain’s statesinen o deal
with al the presenl {ime: it is the one
-ahsorhing problem to whieh the atten-
tion of the Prime Minisier and his col-
leagues is being given to-dav; that is
the guesiion of the unemployed. There
they have iheir millions; here in Western
Australia we have our thensands, and it
‘is & commentary, and a sad commentary,
that in a voung community like Wesfern
Australia, with unlimited vesources vet nn-
-developed, that in this early stage ihat
evil should be growing up in our midst.
Y zayv that the verdiet of the future will
not depend upon how many railwavs the
-Giovernment have budll, or how nmeh land
they have alieuated., bul will  depend
upon what the legislation has heen: upon
whether its tendency has been fo still fur-
ther fasten the exploiter upon us, and to
. build up predatory wealih on the one
hand and human misery on the other. [t
will depend npon how we have gone about
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solving ihose problems 1o dmprove i
condition of the people i ihi-  Siate.
That is (he problem hetore u., and
whether it he the Government «r the
Labowr party. it will be 1he parzy that
considers the interests of the peanie as
a whole and not the few that in faiure
wiil win the support and appreval of
the people.  To-morrow, if fhe Premier
were 1o free himzelf fromn the restrictions
of conservative members, if he were to
veeoanize (hat the best politieal poliey
lay in getiing away From the methods
of the past, and i he were to undertake
such a poliey, e wordd be fhe pre. whe
would win the approval of the peuple.
T believe. of course, there are difficulties
i {he way.  There is the matter of =ocial
influence.  There are the inflnence- which
e he brought to bear. by those W't
present support him whieh prever:- -uch

@ consummation, and I helieve it will
he left to this party of the rising
weneration  to  carry it into effect.

members of thiz House
can rest assured of this, that  the
Labour pavty i here. not 1o plsy the
gume of ing and onts: not to plot and
congpire with memberz ou that side of the
House to gain the reins of office. They
are here pledged o certain prineiples,
amd they are here 1o do theirr hest ¢ earey
those prineiples inlo effeci. )
The PREMIER (Hon. N. .J. Moore):
I did not anticipate that T wonhl have had
the pleazure of following on the ho. mem-
ber fo-night whe has =e¢l a very sood ex-
ample in Ihe way he ecnrtailed hi< re-
marks. Al the =ame time T must con-
gratnlate him on the very temperatz way
in which he has put forward views which
he  has  alwavs  consistenily advocated
sinee | have had the honour to he aszzoe-
iatedl with him in this House. T do not
propose (o extend the usual pions wish to
hin in regard 1o his position as Leader
of the Oppozition, but would like 5 con-
wratulate him upon being clected avain as
Leader of the Opposition which i av evi-
dence that he has secured and retained
the vespeet of (hose wentlemen nxsociated
with him.  The lon.  gentleman  has
referred to the recent elections. ard has
expressed pleasure at the inereased rep-
resentation (hat le has seeured as lie ve-

However, the
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snit of the recent election. Now it has
been claimed by some people that it has
been a vigtory for the Opposition. T
certainly cannot agree with that view, al-
though I realise that the hon. members
have inereased their numbers from
eighteen to twenty-one.

Mr. Taylor: Twenty-two.

The PREMIER: But I would like fo
say that I have made a few little analy-
tieal ealeulations in regard to the way the
electors of this great State voted; with
this result, that [ find that although the
Opposition this vear has gained as far
as units in the House are concerned, yet
on closer examination it will be found
that as far as the number of vofes re-
corded are concerned, they were east in
practically the same proportion as they

were in  the 1905 election. I have
gone into this, and I find that at
this last election a good many of
the  goldfields  constituencies  polled
as high as eighty-eight per cent.

of their electors, while the agrieultural
districts did not poll nearly as heavily as
on previous oceasions.

Mr. Taylor: What did they poll?

The PREMIER: Something like sixty
per cent,

My, Heitmann: They polled very un-
wisely.

The PREMIER : That is larcely due to
the fact that although they were not in
favour of the Labowr party, vet at the
same time they did not approve of an
action which the Government deliberately
took, as it seemed to them in the best in-
terestz of the State, and that was in the
imposition of (he Land and Income Tax.
Undoubtedly, T say this had a great effeet
on the agrienltural constitnencies.

Mr. Taylor: That was going back on
your hustings speeches.

The PREMIER: Nothing of the sort.
In 1906 I said it was my intention to in-
troduce a Bill for a tax on  wn-
improved land wvalues, and as lon.
members  are  aware it was  oply
after three sessions thal we were
able to secure approval of that measure.
—{(We have heard a good deal of
the excellent work the Honse Com-
mittee has heen doing: we  had
something like half an  hour of it
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before tea, bui the only thing I
can congratulate them upon is that they
have removed that light two feet from the
perpendicular, so that it will miss me if it
does come down.)—That only something
like 60 per cent. of the electors in the ag-
rienltural constituencies voted in favour
of the Government was due largely to
that fact. We were aware that it was
not likely to popularise the Government
in any degree, bui we recognised it was
absolutely necessary in the best interests
of the State that this tax should he imn-
posed, and as a result we lost a consider-
able number of our voters. Of the
effective votes 44,380 were recorded in
favour of Ministerial ecandidates, while
22,762 were recorded in  favonr of
Labour candidates. Of  course, I
am aware in this connection that
nine members were returned unopposed;
and that of these five were representa-
tives of Opposition eonstituencies and
four of Miuisterial constituencies, In
the five seats represented by the Opposi-
tion members, these eonstituencies con-
tained 13,258 as against 8,652 in the
sears represented by Ministerial support-
ers. Now if we take the vote that is most
favourable to the Labonr party and as-
sume that all the electors of these mining
constituencies would have voted for the
suceessful eandidate, we still find that the
Guvernment obtained 12,400 more votes
than the Labour party; a very large pro-
portion when it is recolleeted that in all
only some 70,000 effective votes were re-
corded. I do not wish to labour this
point in any way, but so much has been
said of the great vietory that has been se-
cured by my friends opposite that T
would like to make it clear’ that notwith-
standing they had the benefit of the selee-
tion hallot and of the application of
parly funds, hecaunse it is all very well to
say that the Labour man has not the same
advantage as the other. we know per-
fectly well that while one man is sup-
ported very largely by the funds of the
party. as a rule every man on the Go-
vernment side of the House has to pay
his vwn expenses.

Mr. Heitmann: Who paid Dyke's elee- -

tion hilt?
The PREMTER: T do not know,
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Mr. Heitmann: 1 do,

The PREMIER: 1 know that my
iriend Mr Holman was very generous lo
a friend in Bunbury, and offered, I
understand, to pay his expenses if
he would come out against me

He offered bim a pound a day, T helieve,
and all expenses.

My, Holman: I would like you to name
him.

The PREMIER: The heu, wmictuber
knows him. 1t is fortunate for the hon.
member that he saved his money. How-
ever, notwithstanding also the certain loss
of popularity, the Government knowingly
sustained through the introduction of
direet taxation, if the fizures 1 have griven
are worked out it will be found that for
seven electors who voted for the Labour
party, eleven voted for the Government
and in the eireumstances the Lender of
the Opposition ean understand that I am
not feeling at all unecomfortable inst at
prezent. I think there are worse things
than being turned out of office, becaunse
T ean assure hon. members that il is nur
all beer and skittles—DMinisterial oflice.
The hon. member has referred to the fact
that mueh of the recess has heen spenut in
touring constituencies; but the mzast e¢am-
prehensive tour T have had in my Miris-
terial experience was when T was aceom-
panied by eight or ten members of tne
Lahour puarty. They all seemed to
thoroughly enjoy it. They were all
guests, and I was only too deligi:ted thui
they shanld have an epportupity - only
of making themselves acquainted with the
déistriet~ over which they travelled, bul
aiso of partaking of the hospitality of
those districts—a hospitality proverbial
to Western Australia. But that is by the
way.

Mr. Taylor: You were in good com-
pany that time.

The PREMILER: Needless to say the
member for Mount Margaret is o host
in himself; 1 do not mean to say in a
consuming ecapacity. but from the point
of view of being good company. How-
ever, to he serious again, it is interesting
in note that the wreat majority of mem-
bers on the Guvernment side of the
House were  recruited from agricultural
and eonastal coustituencies, while almost
the whole of the Opposition members
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were returned frow goldfields electorates.

My, Bolton: At the last election the
additions to the Opposition were not
from the goldfields.

The PREMIER: It is signifieant that
if we compare the numbher of electors in
1905 and the number in 1908 we find
there has been an increase of electors in
the coastal and agricnltural districts of
16.204; and of this inerease 11,296 took
piace in agriculinral and pastoral centres,
while the number of electors in goldfields
constitnencies deereased by 1,926 in the
same period. At least the Government
have the satisfaction, that in those por-
tions of the State where the population
has inereased they hLave practically se-
cured the whole of the representation.

Mr. Bolton: You lost four metropoli-
tan seats. How do you make that out?

The PREMIER: Hon. members will
have an opportunity of speaking. I
merely desire to make a few comments,
and it is more in sorrow than in anger.
that I rise to follow the Leader of the
Opposttion; and surely members opposite
will allow me to make these few remarks
without any unseemly interruption. The
T.eader of the Opposition has referred io
the fact that at this juncture pussibly it is
not as well to go inte full details in re-
gard to finaneial matters, inasmuch as
the Treasurer hopes to be able to bring
down lis Budget within ten days, so any
remarks I have to make on this subject [
witl defer to that oecasion except to just
briefly reply to what the hon. member
had to say in gonnection with this
subject. e has rightly stated that the
financial  poesition  at the present
time demands the closest attention,
and the Treaswrer realises this as much
as any member in this House; but at the
same tine we recognise that the mere fact
of having a small overdraft is no reason
for us to be at all despondent. I know
my awn overdraft has gone up very can-
siderably lately, but T do not know that
possibly my prospects have not improved.
Tf we are able to expend money in ad-
vancing and developing the various in-
dustries of the State the fact that we have
a small overdraft is not a matter thab
calls for very serious comment.

. Mr. Gill: The question is what is the
cause of the overdraft?
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The PREMIER: | ean very soon give
the hon. wember the cause. The hon.
- member is aware that so far as the re-
turns from eusioms and excise are con-
cerned, they have gone down consider-
ably.  As a matter of faet, for the first
four months of this year we received
something like £57,000 less than duving
ihe corresponding period of last year.
it s a serious matter; but bearing in
niid  the acewraey with  which  Sir
William Lyne has ou previous occasions
forecasied lis estimated revenue, there
is every likelihood that, instead of going
hack at the same rate so far as the Com-
menwealth revenue is concerned, we shall
receive something like £8,000 per month
more Lthan we have had in the first four
r.onths, The vear heforve last the esti-
mated revenue was £770,000, and we re-
celved £780,000. Last vear Sir William
Lyne’s promise was £735,000; and in the
first eleven months the actual return was
£753,000. His estimate of customs re-
veite was remarkably cloze.  The figure
was £330,000, which was within £3 of the
smount reeeived.  OFf his estimated e
ternable  surplus tfor this  year  of
LEOTN0N, for the four months we have
received only £211,000, whieh is £37,000
Tess than ‘for the corresponding period of
Clast year: but there 3s an important re-
cuperative feniure which should not he
lost sight of. The anticipated decrease
far the whole of the year has heen made
1 the first four monihs of the fnaneial
yeir, and it is reasonable to suppaose,
heaving in wind the Federal Treasuver’s
estimale, that he will retwrn £8,000 more
per monih on an average than for th:
past four months, Tn addition. it is an-
tieipated that, provided the slight amenid-
ment is earried in eonnection with the
Laml and Income Tax so as to enable the
tax to be collected in one moiety, we =hall
receive before the 30th June next some
CONB  from  that sowree.  Tf  that
amendment he carried. and the Comms-
sioner's estimate iz realised, that will he
the  secoml  recuperalive  feature.  our
secoml proposal for restoring the equili-
Lrinm of (he public finances,  In the next
plice Ministers have realised ihat they
st ser their faces against any alvances
ather than fur purposes that are abso- |
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lntely neeessary. We renlise that while
in the past grants have been given fur
various objeets which might almost be
termed luxuries, we must now absolutely
vefrain from anything approaching the
nature of a luxury, and confine our al-
tentinn to those works that are absolutely
necessary for the development of the
more remole portions of our State, and
for the comfort of the people setiled in
those distriets.

AUr. Helbwmann
motor ears ¢

The PREMIER : I am not aware of
any reference to any motor cars ; hut
now the hoi. member has mentioped it
it has been said that Ministers took
advanfage ot the fact of having a motor
car to do certain eleclioneermg work. I
am ounly sorcy that the hon. member did
not have to pay the piper for the motor
cars that were hired, and he would prob-
ahly realise that it is a luxury which is
very expensive.

Mr. Heitmeom : T know the peaple are
paving for motor cars that the Ministers
used i electimeering.

The PREMIER @ The hen. member
is making a misstalement., A motor ear
was used by Ay, Gregory prior to the
election when he made a [our of the whole
back waldfiells poriions of the State. and
it was only passible for him to do that by
medinm of a motor ear. Tt would bave
heen impasgsible for him te do it with
horses and (vaps in the limited time at
his dlisposal.

Mr. Heitmann @ You used them in the
city of Perth.

The PREMIER : I defy the hon
member (o prove that T have ever used
a molor car in eonnecilon with an election
without paying for if,

Mr. Heitmane : T am not saying you
did.

The PREMIER : Lel us kuow what
charges are being maide.

What about those

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon, wember
nmust not keep on interjecting,
The PREMTER: With ihe limited

means af our disposal it necessartly in-
creaxes the dilficulties of paying our way,
and it neeeszarily  follows that adminis-
frative expendifure must expand in eertain
well defined directions no maiter how ur-
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aent the denmatuds of eeonomy may be,
My foudih and last vemedial expedient
must off necessity 1wean increased taxation,
I bave already said iy poliey speech
that we- do not propose to hpose any
increase o the Land and Income Tax @
but' there are other sonrces of revenue
that will be outlined when the Treasurer
preseniz his Budget.  Aembers will then
have an opportumty of passing opinions
ot the saggestions the Treasucer haz to
make in regard to raising revenne. and
the details of the propesals for carey-
ing on during the forthcoming year must
le postponed unlil fhat occasion. Now
in regard to defieif, T have alveady said
fhat ithere g no reason for any zrear
alarm, and 1 ean harvdly agree with rhe
Leader of the Opposition that the size
of the overdraft is generaliyv an indiea-
tion of the prosperity or otherwize of the
State. It we look back for szome few
years, it will be tound that in some of the
most presperous thmes of Western Aus-
tealia we had deficite.  Tn 1898 the Gov-
ernment started with a  surplus  of
£315,000, and ended with a deficit “of
£186.000. or an actual shortage on the
vear’s operations of £302,165. The short-
age on the following vear was EGD.544,
The year 1900 started with n deficit and
ended wiith a surplus on the operations
of that vear. there being an actual surplis
of £259.000; buwr the follnwing yvear there
wag ag actual deficit of £37.000.  Next
vear there was a surplus of £198.023 and
in 1903 there was a surplus of £108.475,
but from 1904 enward there have been
succeeding deficits, the last of which was
last vear, when the actual deficit was only
£2,365, <howing ihat the present Treazurer
has had the best record of any year's
operations of any Treasurer during the
last five years. As already intimated in
the presessional speeeh the Govermment
have no intention of suspending their
public. works policy. T maintain thar at
no time in the history of Western Aus-
fralia has it been more necessary to push
forward developmental work. The time
may come when possibly we shall
have the same opportunifies as we have

now to go on fthe London wmarket
to  borrow for reproductive warks.
and T should  he sorry indeed
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tooery a hale at the present time, When
we rememnber how the loan money haz

beeu expended it iz gratifvings to realise

what o =aall propertion of It has
been  spent o works that  are
nor of =a reproductive chavactey.

Compared with the other States this is
very gratifving, and I will rvefer subse-
gquently in derail to the nanner in which
the loans have been expended in West-
ert Australin ag comipired with the loan

expenditire of  the  sizler  Siates.

The grear work  of  opening  up
and  setlling  onr  lands st he

continued in order that the State shall
take itz place in the Commenwealth as
i producer and exporvier.  The rilways
already anthorised for the developmem
of the mining and agriculiural indos-
tries, and the completion of the railways
in hand. will narurally demand consicder-
able expenditure from loan fuuds, awd
hetore the close of this session i1 will
be necessary to bring down for the ap-
proval of Parhament a loan authorisa-
tion in order 1o carry out these works,
and at the same time to provide funds
for the works forecasted,  As to rail-
wuys whieh have rveeeived the approval
of Poarhiament, the line providing eom-
munication with the  Upper  Chapman
Valley and the Wilgarup railway will
complete the programme owlined by me
190G, Authorvisation has already heen
approved for these lines and prevision
will be made on ilns yvear's Estimales
for Hie eompletion of the works.” The
Bridgetown-Wilgarup line witl open np
an area of agricultural eonntry  which
will be of great value to the Stare.
We lave already anticipated the ap-
proval of Parliament to that line to this
extent that some two or three vears
age we spenl a considerable amount of
meney in ringharking, elearing and pre-
paring the land in that distrlet. so that
with the advent of the railway no time
wauld be lasr in the selilemeni of ihe
land. |

Uy, Foulles:
vou dealt with?

The PREMIER:  COfthand [ cannot
zive the exacl acreage. bul I should say
abomt 20000 ar 30000 acres. Tn adili-
tion to that this railway niust evenio-

How imany aeres have
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ally be a portion of the line to couple
ap Bridgetown aud Albany. As to the
line, between Bridgetown and Denmark,
we have a huge territury fthere practi-

eally unknown, and containing as it
does some of the finest foresis 1in
the world. Undoubtedly the kami
forests in Lhat distriet are a sight.
There are over one million aecres
of karri country that wil be open-
ed up by the eonsiruetion of the
line, while at the same time the very
productive  swamps in (he neighbowr-

hood of the ecast will provide homes for
many hundreds of people in a very few
vears, The Upper Chapman railway has
been debated in this House on more
than one oceasion. A hoard has re-
cently been appointed to make a recom-

mendation as to the best route to adopt,

and when the Bill is brought down the
veport prepared by the Surveyor Gene-
ral, the Engneer-in-Chief, and the Chief
Traitic Manager will be submitted in sup-
port of the route the Government pro-
pose to ask Pavliament to approve of.
The only new railway we propose to sub-
mit at the present time is the ling from
Nannine to Meekatharra, Many mem-
hers have had an opportunity of making
the aecquaintance of that verv impor-
tant distriet. From recent development
there is every prospeet that the antiei-
pations of ils most hopeful supporters
will be more than realised, That commu-
nieation there is a necessity must be
admitted by all those who have had an
upportenity of  visiting  the distriet,
There is practically no mining timber
within a very great distance of the pre-
setnt railway and it is imperative that
Facilities for wbtaining supplies shonld
he provided. ! am sure that when the
measure is brought before the Jouse,
with the informalion we shall he ahle
to put before members, it will seenve a
unanimous vole of approval. In addi-
tion fo what is required for the rail-
ways, and to which [ have referred,
there are certain loan moneys Lo be ex-
pended m additions and improvements
to jetties and tramwavs, fo lramways
and rolling stock for the North-West, to
already opened railwavs, and for the
constenetion of rolling stock to equip
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new lings. Then there are harbour and
river  improvements, the provision of
water sapplies and sewerage—notably
the eompletion of the Perth and Fre-
manile sewerage works—the boring for
water in various parls of the State for
the development of the goldfields and
mineral resources generally, the ereetion
of Siate batteries and drainage works
in conneetion with the development of
agrienlture. Loan authorisarion will be
somght for a considerable amount, in
order that advantnge may be taken of
any faveurable apportunity for raising
the necessary funds. In addition to the
railways I have referred te, we have
already announced owr proposals for the
future so far as railways are concerned.
The gonstruetion of a line from Goomal-
ling northward in the direction of Won-
gan has already been refarred to. The
Leader of the Opposition smiles, and
that veminds me that in the campaign
the fact that the line was being con-
strucied In that direction was made use
of for all it was worth by many mem-
hers of the Opposition as evidence that
the Government had taken the opportu-
nity of giving their friends first-hand
information.  There was a certain
amount of exaggeration in the statements
made, and apparently the gentleman
who obtained that information did not
give ihe matter as mueh attention as
was desirable in a question of this kind,
seeing ithat his information might be
eontrodicted on application to the Lands
DNepartment, should anyene desire to do
0.

Mr. Bath: He made the applieation
and was refused.

The PREMTER : He made one appliea-
tion aboul three weeks ago for ceriain
infarmation, and I stated T would be only
too pleased to give it if the application
were made through the Minister. As a
matter of fact all these statements were
grossly exaggerated. It was said that vari-
ons members, and genilemen known to
members of the Government, had acquired
large areas. As a matter of fact it was
said that Sir Walter James had acquired
20,000 aeres whieh he selected with me
when we were travelling in a motor ecar,
We find from very careful inquiry that
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this acreage has dwindled down ro 1,000
acres held by Lady Jomes. This was one
little diserepancy.  Another statement
waz made that a gentleman not ung--
quainted with a certain hosielry in Perth
had selected 20,000 aeres. On inquiry it
was found that there was a misapprehen-
sion as to the area in this case nlsn, for
Ilhere was only something like 3000 acrves
held. and this in the names of tve Jif-
Terent persmns.  Instead of thal area he-
ing absolutely adjoacent tn the propoved
railway we tind it was situated from the
proposed terminaiion  of the suggested
railway only a distance of some 50 miles.
There is no doubt that every opportunity
was taken to put these exaggerations
ahroad to the disadvantage of the Govern-
ment.  As to my friend, Mr. Walker,
no reference wns made to the fact that
he desired to settle on the land and
to develop a portion of this State.

Mr. Hopking: That would be unneces-
sATy,

The PREMIER: Later on it was found
that among the areas in proximity to the
proposed line was one held by a member
f the House. T must say that since then,
however, approval has been given for an
alteration as to the position of the land.

Mr. Walker: You did not tell me where
to o,

The PREMIER: You seemed to bave
better informativn than anvone else, as
your land was only three miles from the
proposed railwayv, whereas ine other land
was about 30 miles.

Mr. Underwood: That wa= the block
he did not get.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the
Opposition had referred to certain news-
papers when speaking in regard to the
Government. T was almost tempted also
to quote from a certain paper. but I do
it wish to disturb the harmonious nature
of the debate. or 1 might refer to some
of the statements made in regard to the
present Government, The Leader of rhe
CGpposition hag said he exercised his in-
fluence to keep down personalities in cou-
nection wirh the recent electionz. T mixht
refer (v ceriain newspaper artielee—

Mr, Bolton: Let us have them.

The PREMIER: Very well, then. This
is an extract from The Westraliar

TWorker, (he ufficial organ of the com-
hinedl uninng and palitieal Jabour organi-
sattons of Western Australia. Tt is anm
election  nwuber and it refers in very
strong terms te the zenilemen whoe al
present nceupy the Government benches.
Tt states—

“The haitle has commenced in earnest
and once again the workers have an
opportunity to manifest their =olidarity
and to attest their zeal in the eauze uf
hwoanily,  The issie about whieh the
fight will wage is definite and requives
no details tn male it clear. It is
tersely stated the war is between the ex-
pleiters of labour on the one hand and
the exploited on the other. Labour is
fizhling for what iz its own by every
moral law., by every principle of
justice, Tte enemies me fighting for a
ccntinuance of  that slavery which
through all the ages has kept the
workers demoranl.  poor and  doeile.
The spectacle 1s not withont pathos.
Here are thousands of men and women
making an effort to lift their eyes from
darnness to the light. to stand crect
Ivee From the burdens uf centuries, to
live among mortals as brethren and
eqnals, to realise that this world is not
a hopeless dangeon resonant with the
canking of chaius and rank with the
olours of gory sweaf, bul a theatre of
hope and opportunities, resplendent
with glories just shaping into outline
of the future. Unfortunately labour
has to fight against terrible odds. The
very wealth that has been wrung from
lahour is to be used to work its destrue-
tion; the rich and the powerful whe
loak upon workmen as cattle owned oy
them to supply them with riches and
te earry their bhurdens combine their
forees to bribe our weaker brethren te
treachery, to flog the most erushed into
craven ohedience, and to place every
possihle obstacle to the aseertainment
of truth and the obtainment of justice
in the way of all. Even the mighly
power of the Press, the greatest engine
of emancipation that the world has ever
seen is, with few exceptions. aiding the
canse of the monopolists, the trusts
and the combines, and maligning and
misrepresenting the cause of the
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workers.,  Yet (his ix scarcely a new
phenomenon.  From the first day the
slave felr the theill of manhood within
himn to this great electoral slrugele 11
has ever heen =0, Fortunalely how-
ever at this time in owr history, the
workers have a weapon (hat must win
the battle for them if they have only
sense and energy enough (o nse if.
The hallot  hox can  defeat wold.
treachery, slander, falsehood, and every
Form of politieal power aud chicaners.
1f the workers will only be true in
themsselves and use  this  weapen on
election day the brazen images of phutn-
cracy must fall to the earfh and B
ever niingle with the dust. The orly
thing to fear is ihat the les sud the
snppression of trath used by our ene-
mies may so befool the voiers that we
shall go to the ballot ag vivzl camps
instead of one great solid host fired
with liberating zeal. Diviston in our
own ranks is ithe only thing rhas ean
confound us. The baitle is to us from
now, if we stand trme to owrselves,
The =lib tngue of a Keenaa, the wily
two-tacedness of a Gregory, the diplo-
watic humbug of a Wilson, the sneak-
like perambulations of a Counnolly, (he
wheezv rockets of a Price, the self-
laudations of a  AMitchell, and the
second-hand bluster of a Moore will
merely be ag mud thrown at a Tfortress
it rhe workers only realise their
strength. that they have the common
eause and that their (muwuph is the
trivmph of oppressed humanity every-
where,  Tn short, this is the time to
sink all petty differences, winor quar-
rels and insignificant variances.”
T closed my eyes after reading this and
faneied I was in the Chamber here.
I mav be wrong, hut there is
something about the article that seems to
hear a family likeness to something T
have heard before in this Chamber. The
article continues—

“We must win if the 1oilers will
stand shoulder te shoulder without «
single breach in their ranks to meet
ihe common enemy. This can be done
without any  wrench of  conscience
whatever as against the usucpers now
in oflice. Thev gained power only by

subterfuge and despieable maneuvres.
Thex have held an only by wholesale
peditieal  bribery  and  dishonourahle
parrot cries of dishonesiy.  They have
no good dead or promise that they can
point to thai is original with them:
the very part of their ereed on which
they most loudly clamour for sup-
port is taken holns bolus from our
platform, and the modification of ihe
evils thev proposed was brought ahout
hy the TLabour representative: in
Parhiament who, for their wholesmne
services nnder the nosk trying eivenn-
stanees. were most roundly abused and
ealumniated at the time: both by the
Ministerialists and the DPress of the
State. Az to the evil they have done.
it reads like a calendar of erimes. Tt
has doubtless blunted the conseience of
the people and added to the depravity
of owr public life. Tt is to correct these
evils, to steer the ship of State In a sea
of purer polities, and above all ro lift
the eitizens from snbservience to manly
independence and equality of oppor-
tunities that we now appeal to fthe
workers in all electorates (o be united
and to vote solidly for Labour on elee-
tion day.”
The question 1 ask members is did the
Leader of the Opposition snceeed or not ¢
AMr. Walker: 1t is a very good article.
The PREMIER: To gel back to the
quesiion  of  milway  canshmetion;
I would like, for the information
of the House, to give defails of the
position of  works  at the present
iime.  The Collie-Narvengin railway ig a
fine  which  was  aulherised prior to
the advenl ni the Daglish CGovernment,
and we bave io-night in the Chamber
the gentleman who was responsible for
putting that Railway Bill through this
House. That railway was completed in
Scptember of last vear, and the expendi-
ture from June, 1907, to Qctober, 1908,
was £14,791. On the Coolgardie-Norse-
man  and  Coolgardie-Widgiemooltha
line, £47.191 has been expended. The
first seetion of this line was completed
i June, 1908. TIn conuection with ihe
second section, the felling and clearving
has been completed to the 93 miles, earth-
works to the 87 miles. bridges to the 53
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‘miles, culverts 1o the G0 miles, and

Mates and rails to the GO miles.  The
coniract was let on 21st Angust, and

the time for the completion of (he rail-
wav will he at the 'heginning of next
vear.  The first secrion of the Donny-
brovk-Preston railway is open for traffie,
and a1 the present time something like
23832 has been spent there, that is
inelesive of rails and fastenings,  ¥el-
Ting, c¢learing and gzrubbing bhave been
completed to the 46 miles, earthwarks to
the 37 miles, and in progress to lhe 47
nnles, bridges completed to the 41 miles,
lag culverts to the 43 miles. and plates
Inid to the 36 miles. With regard to the
(iveenhills-Quairading line completed in
April last something like £18.731 has
heen expended on . On the Hopetoun-
Ravensthorpe line £23.957 has been ex-
pended. There, ‘earthworks have been
completed to the 33 miles, the bhridges
have heen nearly all completed. plates
and sleepers iaid to the 32 miles. In
weonneclion  with  Jandakot-Armidale
Iine £5,70% has heen spent, and the bal-
lasting there is now heing earried out
ty the working railwavs. The Narrogin-
Wickepin railway is one which was laid
by confract, and the snm of £8.857 has
heen spent on it up to the present. On
the Jarrahwood-Nannup line £8,167 has
been  expended: the earthworks have
. ‘been completed to the 1514 miles; while
i regard to the Newcastle-Bolgart rail-
way, approval for which was given by
Parliament in December of last vear,
ihe eontract was let for this work on
the 31st of last month. In addition to
this we have spenl on rails and fasien-
ings, 45lh. rails, the sum of £148,341.
Tenders were invitel on the 18th
Qetober. 1907, for 100 miles of per-
manent way and accepted on 10th Jann-
ary, 1908,  All this maierial has heen
delivered. A econtraet has been lel for
248 miles of permanent wav material

fur the Port Hedland-Marble Bar,
Mount Maenei-Black Range. and the
Pinjarralt-Marrinup  railways, hut  the

delivery in this State cannot take place
until next January. The whole of the
delivery 18 fo be made wilthin  six
menths, .\ question was asked with re-
gard ta  the Pinjarrab-Marrinup rail-
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way. aml in eonuection with ihat work
T may stote @i will be commenced with-
ot delay, and in view of the faet
that we have certain  plant  available
for railway construetion. we propose
to  build it departmentally. Han.
members are aware ihat  we have
not confined ourselves ta any one poliey,
either departmental or eontract.  When
ille oecasion has ariszen when we founid
we could do it hetter departmentally we
did not hesttate to adopt that eovrse,
As T staled Jduring the course of my
election speeches, there iz one thing
niore than anothm' in esnnecfion -rith
depavtmental construction that I vegret,
aud ihal i1s by the Public Service Aet
w¢ are not able to reward these men in
charge of the works with more liberality.
1 hope when the matter is under discus-
s100 some steps will be taken which will
permit of a certain amonnt of discre-
{ivnary power heing exercised by Min-
isters in the direction of giving bonuses.
We have some most capable foremen
emploved in the department, and it is
unsaiisfactory when a man is working
hard in the interesis of the Stale and
his salary is limited 10 £300 a vear. ibhat
vou eannot offer him some sorl of re-
ward, especially when yon know fthat if
he were working with a private coutrae-
tor he would he weiting more than
ilouble the salary heing paid hy the
Govermuent. The Teader of the Oppo-
sition has referved to the faci thai the
spur railways so far have not heen as
sueeessful as he anticipated they would
be. As far as T am personally concerned,
considering it is only a short while sinee
they have been eompleted. T think the
returns have been very satisfactory -
deed. more especially when we recollect
that no eredit is given to those lines for
the increased fraffie on the main lines,
which must eventnaie as the resuli of
the eonstruetion of spur lines. 1 have
hai the expenditure and earnings of the
ratlwavs hrought up te date from the
periad of the Commissioner’s veport. T
atn sure hon. membhers will be glad ro
know that sinee the issne of that vepot
there has been an improvement. While
ihe Goomallinz-Dowerin  line has oot
shown up to any ereat extent, there are
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others which have done su. Ou the Don-
nybrook-Preston Valley line, the earn-
ings were £1,694 for the three manihs,
while the expenditure was £78L.  The
carnings of the Coolgardie-Widgiemowol-
tha line have heen £2,324, and the ex-
penditure £1,262 ; the total “eavnings
cver working expenses of the Goomal-
ling-Dowerin, Wagin-Dumbleyung, Kat-
anning-Kojonop,  Donnybrook-Preston
Valley, Greenbills-Quairading, Torbay-
Denmark, Wonnerap-Jarrahwood, and
Coolgardie-Widgemooltha lines amount-
ed to £1,231.

Myr. Holman: How did the Katanning-
Kojonup railway get on?

The PREMIER: The expenditure was
£200 in excess of the earnings. YWhen
we realise that the figures deal with the
months between July and September I
think it will be conceded that they are
very satisfatcory As a vesult of the
policy of coustruecting those railways
hundreds of people have beecome per-
manent settlers on the land. In regard
to land settlement, as Minister eontrol-
ling the Lands Department, I would like
to make a few remarks in regard to
what we anticipate our revenue will be,
and also in regard to the progress that
has been made in land settlement. Dur-
ing the first four months of the finaneial
year no less than £108,394 has been re-
ceived as against £99,433 for the eorves-
ponding period of the previous vear, an
inerease during those four months of
£8,961. There is, therefore, every like-
lihood that the foreeast I made at the
time of my presessional speech, that the
revenne would increase by £16,000 or
£17,000, will be more than rvealised. I
would like to say in connection with the
administration of this department that
notwithstanding the faet that the reve-
nue has inereased by something like
£30,000, the working expenses have been
redoced during the last three vears hy
£30.000, bringing the percentage of ex-
penditure to revenoe down From 80 per
cent, to 42 per cent.. and notwithstand-
ing the fact thal we have an inereased
revenue of something like £20,000. 1t
naturally means increased work as far
as the pffieers are eoncerned. I am
satisfied that this vear we will he able
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o carry on withuul any.inerease in the
amount  Parliament  voted last  year.
Selection is going oun at a great rate,
and it i3 interesiing to compare the ficst
fomr months of the present financial
vear with  the corresponding  four
months of last vear, Last vear in July
we had 212 applications as against 504
iv July of this. In August of last vear
the numher was 276 as against 480 this
vear. In September of last vear the
applications numbered 341 as against
54 this year : and during October of
this vear we have had 572 applications
as azainst 384 in October of last year. .
That is evidence that the policy which
is being pursued by the department in
advertising our lands is reaping good
fruit, coupled with the fact that selec-
tors are assured that if there is land
taken wp to suy extent in the p2izh-
bovrliod  of  their  holdings. railway
facilities will not he withheld for any
length of time. The poliey of looking
ahead will be pursned. At the present
time we have an area to the north of
Doodlakine which five parties are sur-
veving and cutting up. The policy of
surveying before selection is being pur-
sued with vigor, and we rvealise that
when this is earried ount in large areas
it will mean that many of the delays
which are incidental to selection wherve
land is not already surveved. will be

*done away with and prompt approval

will he granted to applications. Fur-
ther classifieation is beiny made novth
of Coweowing with a view to fuinre sub-
division. In regard to the country in
the neighbourhood of Geraldron, which
will be served by the Upper Chapman
ratlway, ‘that has been swrveved and
thrown open, and has been well applied
for. The varions lots, however, cannot
vei be allocated as we have made a pro-
vigion that the Agriculinral Bank In-
speetor shall inspect these various lots
with an inspector from the Lands De-
partment, in order that we may come
to the eonelusion as to the value of the
blocks, so that in the case of applica-
tions being made by selectors for an aé-
vance, approval will be given imme-
diately. In regard to the Tenmark
country which was aequired last year,
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ciearing  operations were commenced
there in Mareh last, and the work hos
been going on since. Up to the present
time 344 raen have been employed therc
and 137 men are eogaged there
nuw.  Referring to the work being done
there by the unemployed, it is inferest-
it to note that of the large nurober
whn were ostensibly out of employment,
and of the 49 originally sent there, only
€ight remain. All these men started at
a wage of 7s. per day and their wages
were increased to 8s. when it was found
that they eould earn the money.

Mr. Hopkins: Have they left or have
ihey settled on the land?

The PREMIER: A good many have
left. At the present time we do not
propose to throw open that area until
the whoie scheme we have outlined is
complete.  We ave clearing certain
roads, making provision for cul-
tivation, and clearing areas, and con-
sidering a proposal 1o lay down a cer-
tain area under grass in each bloek; it
has been recommended by the officer
in ¢harge there, who has had a good ex-
perience in  Gippsland of similar
country, and at the present time we are
giving consideration to that proposal.
We do not propose to throw open any
of this land until the whole scheme is
completed, and no enconragement will be
given to selectors to go down there and
inspeet until the whole work is finished.
The township is being cleared and sub-
divided, and when the lots are thrown
open we expect we will be able to rea-
lise a fairly good return. The Melbourne
Agency is largely responsible for the
number of selectors we are having; the
[aet that we have such an energetic
representative in Melbourne is no doubt
responsible for this. I had intended to
extend these agencies, to establish an
ageney in Sydney, as a rvesult of the
suceess which has attended the Mel-
bourne Ageney, but for the present I
intend to hold that aver until the officer-
in-charge at Melbourne has an oppor-
funity of visiting Sydnex and  report-
g Any other remarvks T have to make
i eonnection wiih the Lands Depart-
ment T will withhold uniil the dizenssion
o the Estimates comes alone. o re-
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gard to the question of industries, the
Government and Parlzament of the
State have been very energetic in
enconraging by every possible
means our primary industries; it has
been a leading feature of owr policy
and has been supported by Parliament,
but suceessful as has been our efforts in
this direction, I am satisfied that some
attention must be given to the develop-
ment of our secondary industries which
lkave not grown since Federation
proportionately with the increase of
our population. 1 propose to place vnder
the control of one of my <colleagues u
department, the objeet of whieh will be
to give encouragement to onr many and
valued secondary industries, so that
they may be fostered and encouraged in
the same way as the Acerienltural and
Mines Departments are encouragzing the
agrienlcuvist and the miner. When deal-
ing with this question it might not be
inopportune to mention that we have had
a proposal in regard to certain arvas of
our lands, and it has resulted in an
agreement Lo utilise the blackboys
growing on vaeant Crown lands and
timber leases. It is my intention to iay
the agreement on the table so that hon.
members will have an oppovtunity of
pernsing the same, and if they thiok
there is anything in it whieh wonld not
meet with the approval of the Houuse or
is against the best interests of the
country, they will have an opportunity
of pointing it out.

Mr, Holman: It is a pity you do not
do that with all your agreements,

The PREMIER: Yes, it is, Onece hit-
Len, twice shy. The fact (hat the freez-
ing works proposal was subjeeted to so
much misrepresentation is one of the
reasons which acteates me in  putting
this proposal before the House. The
Leader of the Opposition is aware that
the restrictions inserted in {hat agree-
ment were really very stringent, and the
inferests of the public genevally were
absolutely safeguarded. and 1 defy any
man to sav different. There was not one
gingle individual whn crvitieised that
agreement who was able to snrerest any
impravement o i,



58 Address.in-Reply :
Mr. Holman © We have uot seen it yet.

The PREMIER : Well, it was referred

to on every possible ocecasion,  The
agreement  was S0 stringent  and
the interests of the Stale  were
preserved tu snele an extent

that those desirous of obtaining the sub-
sidv have declined to complete the agree-
ment.

Mr. Hopkins : They thought better of
it

Mr, Holman : They could not float it

The PREMIER: [ will say this, when
1 thought there wasa possibility that these
negoriations might fall thvongh T ve-
served the whole of the unalienated Crown
lands in East Kimberley, so that if the
Government decided to ereet a  public
freczer they could lease those lands on
such eonditions as to enable the stoek to
be passed through the freezing works.
1 thought that T was deing something in
the interests of the State when 1 did this,
bur cne gentleman on the phiform at
North Perth during the eleetion declared
thai I was doeing it for the squatiers, and
he held 16 up as one of the awful things
of whieh the Moore Government were
capahle.

Ay, Holman : Who was he ¢

The PREMIER :  3Mr. Le Mesurier,
The hon. member who is sitting there
(Mr. Swan) ean aseribe his eleetion
to the faet that Mr. Te Mesurier
was 50 cunsistent  and so  per-
sistent 1n  his misrepresentation «of
thiz agreement thal certain people con-
cluded that there must be something in
ir. and consequently they decided to vote
for Mr. Swan ; they could not stand the
other man.  In regard to this agrece-
ment L propose to lay it on the table.
This is an agreement to be entered inlo
between the Government and Messis.
Wallace and Black, whereby permission
is to be granted to these gentlemen for a
period of twenty-one vears to elear andg
remove for the purpose of rreating as
a commercial product the blackbovs grow-
ing on certain Crown lands and timber
leases and eoncessions,  With regand 1o
the timber leases, permission is given =uhb-
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jeet 1o the consent of 1hie lessees. The
right is reserved to the Minister 1o grant
licenses to eut blackboy for domestic pur-
poses.  Selection of land can  proceed
withont restriction over the lands com-
priseid within the agreement ; £1,000 is.
fu Dbe spent by the company within
12 months, and £9,000 within two years.
A rovalty of Gd. per ton is Lo be paid..
Stalements are (o be turmshed every three
months setfing forth the tonnage eat and
removed anel royalty paid. The agree-
ment. eannot be transferred without the:
consent of the Minister, and the right may
be revoked and improvements forfeited

for any heeacl of the eonditions, Al
disputes are to he submitled Lo arbi-
tration. It is  all  very well for
hen,  wembers o pick holes in ibe
agreement; 1 o responsible for this
docwment, and if anyone can sbow
me  where it ean bhe improved upon,

where the State's interests can be pre-
served more than on the lines 1 have in-
dicated, T will be only too glad to give
heed to them. \When we have a proposal
lo treat what is really a waste product
we should, | think, do all that is possible
to eneowrage suel an indusiry. As my
colleague points ouf, it will provide work
for a large number of men, and will at
the same time make use of a  product
that is to-day absolutely of no value and
wlieh is in faet a eost to the settler to
clear from 10s. tv £2 per acre. A cer-
tain area has also been acquired hy the
same people, I believe, in Queensland.
E propose to put all the: information T
have together on the file so that hon.
members can  satisfy themselves. As
far as we are coneerned our conditions
are ever 30 much more stringenl than
those demanded in the norvth-eastern
State. They eharge 2d. a ton : we in-
gist upon til,, and we insist upon n larger .
sum being expended. Tt j= intended to
starl in Western Australia as soon uz the
vecessary machinery and plani me ready.
There is one mutrer which nas cropped
up during the course of the Jdebate, and
whicl possibly the Altorney Gieneral can
answer hetter than [ ean, and that iz in
regard (o what the Leader of the Opposi-
tion  slyled ax  the way m which Mro
Grewory has hung on (o his portfidio.



sAddreea-in-Beply :

“The Leader of the Oppozition intimated
that there was no precedent For soeh o
course.  As a matter of fact there nre
any number of precedents, and I have
taken the opportunity tn oltain——

Mr. Bath : T did not zay there waz no
precedent, 1 said no justification.

The PREMTER : Well. I think there
was every possible justification, and that
15 where we differ.  The neeessity for
each member of the Ministry to have n
aval e Pavlient i not laid down by
any et of Pavliament in this State or of
the Mouter Country. It iz one of those
mwrilten  eonstitutional  anderstandings
which is nowhere formally recorded. T
have on a previous occasion referred 10
the faet that in the vear 1543 1he late Mr.
(Hadstone  was  appointed  Secreiary
for the Colonies, and on putting up for
ve-election at Newark he was defeared.
nolwilthstanding this he ¢ontinued o hold
oftice as Seeretary for the Colonies From
December. 1545 to Julv. 1846, wien the
Government of whieh he was a member
was defeated.  Tn other words he re-
mained in oflice without a zeat in Parlia-
menl for a period of about seven months,
Similarly in January, 1887, Mr. Goschen
became Chancellor of the Txcheuer ;
bul he did not =ucceed in getting returned
‘to Parliament until the enswing month,

Ay, Hudson: Gladztone. Goschen, and
Ciregory. .

The PREMIER: A very good  (vie,
Tvwrning to the Constitulion Acts of the
varions States nf the Commonwealth, T
find no attempt whatever has been made
o ddefine the position of the Executive
or the virions members thereof in rela-
tien to Parlinment, although when S8ir
Walter James brought in a bill to amend
the loeal Constitution, e made provi-
sion that a Minister mnst secure a seat
in Parliament within three months of
bheing given a portfolio. The prece-
dents show what practically appears to
be that a Minister if he is defeated at
the poll should continue in office for
a reasonable time, or uniil such perind
as he has had an oppertunity of seek-
inz a zent elsewhere, which period n
the Natal Acr i= defined as four monihs,
and in the Commonwealih Constitution
Act ae three months.
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AUy, Taglor: That was when all elec-
fions were not held on the ane day, [In
most States clections are now held prae-
ticarly an the one day.  3e the proge-
dent eanned he applied.

The PREMIER: As far 22 precedents
ure concerneil, it was said that we had
to 2o to Eneland to il a precedent, but
Mr. Price, the Premier of South Aus-
traliz, has advised me that My, Symons,
the Attornex General, was wppointed on
the Toth Maoreh, and held office until the
24th June, 1881, and that My, Andersan,
another  Attorney General, held  olfice
from the Huly Mareh to the 26th July,
1903 Me. Bymons did not zeek election.
hut My, Anderson was defeated at an
clection during May, 1903, Aa far ns
Victoria is covnverned. there is one pre-
cedent of a Mimster who held otlice from

the M Augnst to the 19th OQOectober,
1873, A limit  of (hree months iz now

fixed 1 Vietoria by ihe Constitution Act
of 1003, In regard to Queensland. in
18749, My, Pring, heing appointed Attoe-
ney (eneral. failed ro secure re-eleetion.
and remained in oftiee for 12 months
without a seat in Parliamenr; while last
vear Mr. Aivev, with whom rhe Leader
of the Opposidon i= acquainied. wag de-
feated ai the general election, but re-
mained in office as Home Secrstary for
iwo months. and was then nominated
tor the Upper Honse with a seat in the
Ministry.

Mr. Taylor :  That
House.

was A  nominee

The PREMIER: Yes: v the hon,
member says that owrs iz the most anbi-
tuated  emistitation in bz Common-
wealth, [ do not propose i detain how,
rmembers lonzer. As the Leader of ihe
Opposition  has already said.  we will
liave another opportunity of discussing
the finaneial question, whiel: afier all 1s
ithe mast 1mportant that will engage the
attention of Parliament riiis session :
and T shall when the time arrives refer
e certain proposals thar will he brought
forward. In regard to Federel linances.
as I have already intimared through the
Jovernor’s Speeeh, it is my intention to
introduce and ask the Houze to eonfirm
certain  resolutions which wers unani-
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mously adopted at the conference of
Premiers held quite recently in Mel-
bourne.

Mr. Taylor: You will hardly get

through before Christmas

The PREMIER: I am not paticvlar
ii we do not rise before Cliristiuas. As
long as we do not sit too late at night,
possibly we may be able to extend o
sittings over another month. ifowever,
1 am satisfied these proposalz will ¢on-
mend Lhemselves to members as being
reasonable, and I am sdrz the Leader of
the Opposition, in view of the atlitude
he has taken up in the past in regard to
tl:e neeessity for seeuring 1he finaneial
independence of the Stare, will see hisg
way elear to give them kis sapport. 1ln
conelusion T ean only say ihat, 30 far as
the Government are concerned, we pro-
pyose to faithfully endeavenr to earry
ol the poliey that has already been
ouilined, one that we believe iz to the
advaniage of the State generally. and
which we hope will have the effect of
making this State, which I feel sure we
trust it will always be, one of the fore-
most States of the great Commonwealih
of Australia.

Ou motion by 1o
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.

Heitmann debate

Tegislative Hssembly,
Friday, 13th November, 1908,

PaGE

Questions: Early Closiug, weekly hohdny
Loons Sinking Fund . B0
Railway, 3t, Mognet-Black Bange .. .. 60
Murchison Firewood Coy., exemption... e 60
Busselton Jetty extension,, .. 6l
3lotion : Timber Reserves, Jurrahwood .. .. 6l
Addres--in-Reply, third ﬂny P 1 |

The SPEAKER took the (‘hair at 4.30
p.an,, and read pravers.

QUESTION—EARLY CLOSING,
WEEKLY HOLTIDAY,
Mr. BOLTON asked {he Premier :
1. Will he make a statement o the House
explaining the attitude of the Government
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Murchison Firewood CUo.

on the question of the alieration of the
weekly half-holiday under the Early
Closing Act 2 2, Will the Governmenrt
withdraw the Proelamation or defer the
date of the alteration until Pavliament
has discussed (be question !

The PREMIER veplied: 1 lhave
already wiven notice of iy intention {o
move on Tuesday, 171h inst., for leave
to introduee a “Bill (o further amend
the Early Closing Act. 1902, the dis-
cussion upon whieh will afford an oppor-
tunity of placing the views of the Gov-
ernment before the House.

QUESTION—LOANS SINKIXNG
FUND ACCOUNT.

Mr. JACOBY asked the Treasurer -
1, What i= the tatal now io credit of the
Loans Sinking Fond Account T 2, What
proportion is in eash and what proportion
i= invested? 3, How is the Fund eon-
trolled. 4, Ts the cash balanee ot (he
Fund held in the State or in London?

The TREASTURER replied : 1, £1,993.-
196 Gs. 4d. 2. In eash, £3,815 9s. 4d.;
invested, £1,989,380 17s. 3, By trustees
appointed by the financial agents of the
State with the coneurrence of the Gov-
ernor-in-Couneil. 4, In London.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, MOUNT
MAGNET-BLACK TRANGE.

Mr. HARDWICK (for Mr. Carsen}
asked the Premier, When do the Govern-
ment inteud calling tenders for !Le con-
sfruction  of  the M. Magnet-Black
Range Railway ?

The PREMIER rveplied: Approval for
the calling of tenders has already been
given. and a noetifiealion will appear in
the next issue of the Gorernment Gazette,

QUESTION—MURCHISOXN FIRE-

WOOD COMPAXY EXEMPTION.

Mr, HOLMAXN (tor Mr. Heitmann)
asked the TPremier: 1. Has the Murchison
Firewoad Company heen granted three
month=" exemption from pavment ol rent
on rails =npplied by Govermuent? 2, If
go. upon what gronnds !



